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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER SECTION 40(5) 
OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983 

Series: A4090 
Control Symbol: A419/1/140 Part 4   
Barcode: 30485969 
Title: File Research By DGCO Army Into Australian Army use Of Herbicide In Vietnam 
Decision Maker: Andy Turner  
Designation: Senior Access Examiner, APS 6  
Date: 5 January 2015  

In accordance with requirements of subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth) 
(Archives Act), I am a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to an 
Instrument of Delegation, to make a decision in relation to access to the requested 
record. 

Basis for decision   

In making my decision, I considered: 

• the content of the record requested
• the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983
• policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to the

access examination of Commonwealth records
• information provided by the Department of Defence which I have relied upon

in formulating my decision.

Decision 

After examining this record I have decided to partially release the record for public 
access with exception to certain material at folio 107 which is exempt under s 33(1)(g) 
of the Archives Act. 

The material exempted contains information relating to the personal affairs of a 
person or persons and is the type of information that continues to be sensitive. 
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Section 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act 1983 provides that: 

a record is exempt if it contains information or matter the disclosure of which 
under this Act would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information 
relating to the personal affairs of any person (including a deceased person). 

The findings of facts  

This record contains detailed medical information about a person or persons. 

Reasons for decision 

Select from the following 

• The public disclosure of this information would reasonably be expected to
cause embarrassment or distress to the person named, and nothing in the
record suggests that the information was widely known at the time.

Review of decision 

The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines records before 
deciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult with 
other agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.  

If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days of 
receiving: 

1. by first applying to the Archives for an internal reconsideration of my
decision; and

2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal for a review.

For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if 
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-sheets/fs12.aspx). 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER SECTION 40(5) 
OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983 

Series: A4090 

Control:  A419/1/140 Part 3 
Barcode: 30485968 
Title: File Research BY DGCO-A Into Australian Army Use of Herbicide In

Vietnam – DGCO-A Aspects 
Decision Maker: Andy Turner 
Designation: Senior Access Examiner, APS 6 
Date: 7 January 2015 

In accordance with requirements of subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth) (Archives 
Act), I am a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to an Instrument of 
Delegation, to make a decision in relation to access to the requested record. 

Basis for decision 

In making my decision, I considered: 

• the content of the record requested
• the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983
• policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to the

access examination of Commonwealth records
• information provided by the Department of Defence which I have relied upon

in formulating my decision

Decision 

I have decided that this item is OPEN WITH  EXCEPTION under sections 33(1)(a) 
and (g) of the Archives Act for the reasons set out below. 

The findings of facts 

Section 33(1)(a) provides that a record is exempt from public access if it contains: 

information or matter the disclosure of which under this Act could reasonably be expected to 
cause damage to the security, defence or international relations of the Commonwealth. 

Section 33(1)(g) provides that a record is exempt from public access if it contains: 

information or matter the disclosure of which under this Act would involve the unreasonable 
disclosure of information relating to the personal affairs of any person (including a deceased 
person). 
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This record contains: 

Section 33(1)(a) 

• Information that could affect Commonwealth relations with the current
government of a foreign country.

• Information relevant to the capability, sources, objectives, methods, areas of
interests or operations of an Australian intelligence agency.  The information
is still regarded as sensitive.

Section 33(1)(g) 

• information concerning the personal affairs of a named person

Reference table 

The following table details the material that is withheld. It includes partially and 
wholly exempted documents. 

Material withheld Folio numbers Exemption Category 

Partially exempted folios (replaced 
by expunged copies) 

238-48, 335
283

33(1)(g) 
33(1)(a) 

Wholly exempted folios Nil 

Withheld pending advice Nil 

Reasons for decision 

Section 33(1)(a) 

• Public disclosure of this information would reasonably be expected to cause
resentment and possible retaliation on the part of foreign governments, and
thus damage Australia’s international relations.

• International relations are dependent on the adequate flow of information
between one country and another.  If sensitive information were disclosed, it
could lessen the confidence of a foreign government in the Australian
government and thus damage international relations.
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Section 33(1)(g) 

• The information exempted is of a nature such that its disclosure could lead
to an unreasonable intrusion on the personal affairs of a person or persons.

• Disclosure of the information would involve the unreasonable disclosure of
personal information.

Review of a decision 

If you do not agree with the decision, you have the right to apply to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) for a review of my decision. Any such 
application should be lodged with a Registry of the Tribunal within 60 days of your 
receipt of this decision. The Tribunal can advise you about fees levied in relation to 
Archives Act applications. More information can be found on the AAT’s website 
(www.aat.gov.au).  

For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if 
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-sheets/fs12.aspx). 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER SECTION 40(5) 
OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983 

Series: A4090 
Control Symbol: A419/1/140 Part 1   
Barcode: 13602229  
Title: File Research By DGCO Army Into Australian Army use Of Herbicide In Vietnam 
Decision Maker: Andy Turner  
Designation: Senior Access Examiner, APS 6  
Date: 5 January 2015  

In accordance with requirements of subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth) 
(Archives Act), I am a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to an 
Instrument of Delegation, to make a decision in relation to access to the requested 
record. 

Basis for decision   

In making my decision, I considered: 

• the content of the record requested
• the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983
• policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to the

access examination of Commonwealth records
• information provided by the Department of Defence which I have relied upon

in formulating my decision.

Decision 

After examining this record I have decided to partially release the record for public 
access with exception to certain material which is exempt under s 33(1)(g) of the 
Archives Act. 

The material exempted contains information relating to the personal affairs of a 
person or persons and is the type of information that continues to be sensitive. 
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Section 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act 1983 provides that: 
 

a record is exempt if it contains information or matter the disclosure of which 
under this Act would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information 
relating to the personal affairs of any person (including a deceased person). 

 
The findings of facts  
 
This record contains detailed medical information about a person or persons. 
 
Reasons for decision 
 
Select from the following 
 

• The public disclosure of this information would reasonably be expected to 
cause embarrassment or distress to the person named, and nothing in the 
record suggests that the information was widely known at the time.  

 
Review of decision 
  
The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines records before 
deciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult with 
other agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.  
 
If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days of 
receiving: 
 

1. by first applying to the Archives for an internal reconsideration of my 
decision; and  
 

2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal for a review.  

 
For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if 
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-sheets/fs12.aspx). 
 



From:  MS
To: "referencetransfers@naa.gov.au"
Subject: FW: S40 - B2014/626655 - NRA - Emailed 20/11/2014 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Friday, 21 November 2014 1:57:00 PM
Attachments: NAA626655.docx

A3092470.doc

UNCLASSIFIED

Good afternoon

Please see attached in response to your request.

Regards

Research Legacy Officer
Corporate Archives Team
Defence Archives Centre - Queanbeyan 
Defence Support and Reform Group I Department of Defence 
_______________________________________________________
Queanbeyan Annex 1, PO Box 7949, Canberra BC, ACT, 2610
Phone: + 61 2 6266 5908 I Fax: + 61 2 6266 5903
E-mail: @defence.gov.au
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Date Completed: ....................................... Completed by: ............................................ 

APPLICATION FOR ACCESS 

Application details 

Access application job no: 2014/00626655  
Application type:  Detailed for researcher 

Reference inquiry job no: 2014/00089650  
Agency controlling:  CA 46  

Date submitted:  11-Nov-2014
Date due:  09-Feb-2015

Reference officer:  

Comment: Item cannot be located in NAA custody 

 Item Details 
Series:  A4090 Control Symbol:  A419/1/140 Barcode:  13602229 
Title:    

Access status:   Date of decision: 

Client wishes to apply for any files with this control symbol, including any parts if there are multiple parts. 
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13602229 A4090 A419/1/140 PART 1 OWE
Item status Proposed Transf
Title File research by DGCO Army into Australian Army use of Herbicide in Vietnam

Record 1 to 3 of 3







Record 1 to 4 of 4
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Section 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act 1983 provides that: 
 

a record is exempt if it contains information or matter the disclosure of which 
under this Act would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information 
relating to the personal affairs of any person (including a deceased person). 

 
The findings of facts  
 
This record contains detailed medical information about a person or persons. 
 
Reasons for decision 
 
Select from the following 
 

• The public disclosure of this information would reasonably be expected to 
cause embarrassment or distress to the person named, and nothing in the 
record suggests that the information was widely known at the time.  

 
Review of decision 
  
The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines records before 
deciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult with 
other agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.  
 
If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days of 
receiving: 
 

1. by first applying to the Archives for an internal reconsideration of my 
decision; and  
 

2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal for a review.  

 
For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if 
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-sheets/fs12.aspx). 
 



STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER SECTION 40(5) OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983 

Series: A5034 
Control symbol: SR1973/2041 Part 6 
Barcode: 9035232 
Title: Extremist and Terrorist Matters 
Decision Maker: Lee Kerr 
Date: 6 January 2015 
In accordance with requirements of subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth) (Archives Act), I am 
a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to an Instrument of Delegation, to make a 
decision in relation to access to the requested record. 

Decision 

After examining this record I have decided to partially release the record for public access with the 
exception of certain material which is exempt under s 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act. 

The findings on material facts 

The material exempted contains information relating to the personal affairs of a person or persons and 
is the type of information that continues to be sensitive. 

Section 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act provides that: 

a record is exempt if it contains information or matter the disclosure of which under this Act 
would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information relating to the personal affairs of 
any person (including a deceased person). 

The findings of facts 

This record contains: 

• Information regarding the personal affairs of a person or persons.

Reasons for decision 

• The public disclosure of this information would reasonably be expected to cause
embarrassment or distress to the person/s named, and nothing in the record suggests that the
information was widely known at the time.

• It is reasonable to assume that at the time the exempted information was gathered, the subject
had no expectation that it would be publicly disclosed, and the passage of time has not
diminished the sensitivity of the information.
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Appeal rights 

The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) undertakes careful examination of a record before 
making a decision to exempt any part of a record. As part of that process we may consult with other 
agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.  

If you do not agree with my decision to exempt information under a provision of s 33 of the Archives 
Act, and within 28 days of receiving it, you can formally appeal by: 

1) first applying to Archives for an internal reconsideration of my decision; and
2) if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the Administrative Appeals

Tribunal for a review.

For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12- What to do if we refuse you 
access. You can also lodge a complaint with the Commonwealth Ombudsman in relation to the 
decision.   
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Date Completed: ....................................... Completed by: ............................................ 

APPLICATION FOR ACCESS 

Application details 

Access application job no: 2014/00446082  

Application type:  Fast-track for researcher 

Reference inquiry job no: 2014/00087568  

Agency controlling:  CA 46  

Date submitted:  05-Aug-2014

Date due:  03-Nov-2014

Reference officer:  

 Item Details 
Series:  A11501 Control Symbol:  WHOLE SERIES Barcode:  13546754 
Title:  Objective 2000, electronic document and records management system (see note) 

Access status:    Date of decision:    

This electronic system controls Defence correspondence series A4090 and A6721. We understand that there are 
technical difficulties in transferring these records into NAA custody at this time. As such, the applicant requests that 
Defence search this system for any open period files (from series A4090 or A6721) which may relate to the topics 
below: 
a. health issues related to service in Vietnam;
b. the Royal Commission into the above health issues including but not limited to 'Agent Orange'.
c. Gregory Pemberton
If any references to relevant open period records are located on this system, can the details of these files please be 
provided to NAA for examination and subsequent release to the researcher? 
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Date Completed: ....................................... Completed by: ............................................ 

APPLICATION FOR ACCESS 

Application details 

Access application job no: 2014/00576251  

Application type:  Fast-track for researcher 

Reference inquiry job no: 2014/00095186  

Agency controlling:  CA 46  

Date submitted:  15-Oct-2014

Date due:  13-Jan-2015

Reference officer:  

 Item Details 
Series:  A6721 Control Symbol:  SEE NOTE Barcode:  13595880 
Title:  See note 

Access status:   Date of decision: 

This series is the main Defence correspondence series from 1983 onwards. This series is controlled with an electronic 
document and records management system (Objective 2000). We understand that this EDRMS cannot be transferred 
into NAA custody, but it is the only available index to records in this series. As such, the applicant requests that Defence 
provide a listing of all open period records (ie those dating 1983-1987) in this series from Objective 2000. 
This listing will then be examined by NAA for any material exempt from access under Section 33 of the Act before 
releasing it to the researcher. 
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