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The following essay examines the experience of Australians as Prisoners of War (POWs) in 
the European and Pacific theatres during the Second World War (WWII), with the intention of 
reforming the one-sided historical perspective where the POW experience is defined by the 
actions of the Japanese as captors. The widespread contested views regarding treatment of 
Australian POWs is still debated in today’s scholastic society; this essay aims to ratify public 
perception regarding the Japanese and Germans as captors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“​It is the story of the thousands of Australian prisoners of the Japanese that has made the 
deepest and most lasting impression on the average Australian​”  1

 
The preceding statement is a notable embodiment of society’s perspective of the POW 
experience. These views are contested and topical in nature, vastly influenced by the many 
recounts of the implacable conditions on the Burma-Thai Railway, tropical diseases and 
mass executions under the Japanese regime, in which one-third of Australians taken POW 
died in captivity . On the other hand, and not to diminish that which occurred in the Pacific 2

theatre, little is known and almost no attention is paid to the treatment of Australian POWs in 
German captivity. This is conceivably due to the vast difference in physical condition and 
appearance of the liberated POWs in the two theatres of war after they were repatriated. A 
strong visual representation of the harshness of captivity and forced labour under the 
Japanese evokes a stirring emotional response when viewing ‘walking skeletons’  arrive 3

back on Australian shores. The Japanese were harsh captors, however to believe them the 
sole contender for such notoriety is a fictitious perception and contested element of our 
nation’s military history. At first glance, the approximately 3% of POWs that died in German 
captivity  seems insignificant. ​However, once other factors are taken into consideration, such 4

as the number of Australian prisoners captured in each theatre and the repatriation process, 
these numbers become more significant​. Australian public acknowledgement of war crimes 
committed by the Japanese overshadows the lesser known war crimes and atrocities 
experienced by Australian POWs in the European theatre, influencing the chimerical 
perception that punitive captors only existed in the Pacifc.  
 
The Burma-Thai Railway is synonymous with Japanese brutality and the degradation of 
human rights. It is one of the largest influencing factors of public perception regarding the 
tribulation of  Australian POWs. In a mandated questionnaire that all returned POWs 
completed , 84% of those surveyed experienced or witnessed “​rape, torture, beatings or 
other cruelties” , substantiating the notion that the Japanese were punitive captors. During 5

the construction of the Burma-Thailand Railway, prisoners were faced with ​“​meagre food 
rations, disease and vicious treatment by Japanese…” , and medical necessities were 6

1 ​Reid, R. and Moremon, J., 2002. ​Stolen Years - Australian Prisoners Of War​. Canberra: Department 
of Veteran Affairs. 
2 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. 2020. ​Australian Prisoners Of War 1940-1945 | Anzac Portal​. [online] 
Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/resources/australian-priso
ners-war-1940-1945> [Accessed 21 June 2020]. 
3 ​Peters, B., n.d. The life experience of partners of ex-POWs of the Japanese. ​Journal of the 
Australian War Memorial​, [online] (28). Available at: 
<https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/journal/j28/j28-petr> [Accessed 16 July 2020]. 
4 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. 2020. ​Australian Prisoners Of War 1940-1945 | Anzac Portal​. [online] 
Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/resources/australian-priso
ners-war-1940-1945> [Accessed 21 June 2020]. 
5 ​1950. ​Australian War Crimes Commission - Completed Questionnaires [Australian And Allied]​. 
[Questionnaires] National Archives Australia, MP742/1. Melbourne. 
6 Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. 2013. Commemorating Australian Prisoners Of War On The 
Burma–Thailand Railway: Wartime Snapshots No.12 | Anzac Portal. [online] Available at: 



“​never supplied… so doctors had to improvise with what they could” . Approximately 10,000 7

Australian POWs involuntarily worked on the Burma-Thailand Railway at various staging 
camps along the line.  The Commonwealth War Graves Commission avowed that “​extreme 8

demands were made on weakened men in a merciless routine...at the hands of their 
captors​” , as exhibited by Clarence Eldon Brooks’ emprise. Clarence Brooks (Service 9

number VX33413), or ‘Clarrie’ as known to his mates, enlisted in the 2nd AIF 8th Division 
Signals and was imprisoned in Changi POW camp from 1942-1945  after being captured in 10

Malaya. He was forced into labour on the Burma-Thailand Railway, which resulted in a 
family friend noting “​he lost over half of his body weight while on the Railway ,​” exemplifying 11

the crude atrocities that transpired. In Pacific War Crime trials held during 1945-46, 22 of the 
24 Japanese soldiers tried for their barbaric actions on the Burma-Thailand railway  were 12

found guilty, with 50% sentenced (and put) to death. Vilification beyond doubt in an 
international court of law, the Australian POWs experience under Japanese oppression.  
 
The men of ‘Gull Force’ and their experience as POWs on Ambon Island in Indonesia further 
bolsters the fabric and identity of being a prisoner of the Japanese . Conditions at Ambon’s 13

Tantui camp were starkly depicted in the Australian War Memorial (AWM) exhibition ‘The 
Stolen Years’ as being a place where “​starvation and brutality prevailed ”, where 14

“​three-quarters of the prisoners of war there had died by the time the camp was liberated” . 15

POWs that were accused of ‘​trading for food outside of the camp​’ were brutally beaten and 
tortured, with eleven prisoners disappearing, “​presumed executed​” . Furthermore, the ‘long 16

carry’ was a nonsensical exercise in which POWs were forced to carry bombs and bags of 
cement “​for no practical reason​” . One soldier that fell victim to these perverse conditions 17

was Allan Spokes (service number VX27270). An Acting Lance Corporal from the 2/21 
Australian Infantry Battalion, Spokes was captured at Ambon in 1942 and placed in Tantui 
camp. Subjected to limited rations, back-breaking work and totrure at the hands of his 

<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/media/file/commemorating-australian-prisoners-war-burma
-thailand-railway-wartime-snapshots-no12> [Accessed 14 June 2020]. 
7 ​Department of Veterans Affairs, n.d. ​Jim Kerr, Ex Prisoner-Of War, Burma-Thailand Railway Video​. 
[video] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/jim-kerr-ex-prisoner-war-burma-thailand-railway-video> 
[Accessed 16 June 2020]. 
8 Refer to Appendix A for more information 
9 ​Cwgc.org. n.d. ​Prisoners Of War And The Burma Railway​. [online] Available at: 
<https://www.cwgc.org/history-and-archives/second-world-war/campaigns/war-in-the-east/prisoners-of
-war-and-the-burma-railway> [Accessed 30 June 2020]. 
10 ​The Argus, 1945. Australian Prisoners of War at Singapore. [online] p.p2. Available at: 
<https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/963899> [Accessed 30 June 2020]. 
11 ​2020. ​Interview With Adrian Bibby​. 
12 Adapted from National Archive Guides. See Appendix B for further information. 
13 Refer to Appendix C for more information 
14 ​Awm.gov.au. n.d. ​Stolen Years: Australian Prisoners Of War | The Australian War Memorial​. 
[online] Available at: <https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/ambon> 
[Accessed 4 July 2020]. 
15 Loc. Cit. 
16 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​Australian Prisoners Of War 1941-1945 | Anzac Portal​. [online] 
Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/media/file/australian-prisoners-war-1941-1945#8> 
[Accessed 9 July 2020]. 
17Loc Cit. 



captors, Spokes died on July 14th 1945 less than one month before the camp was liberated
. As with the perpetrators of war crimes on the Burma-Thai Railway, Japanese soldiers 18

were put on trial accused of war crimes at Tantui camp, 43 of the 98 were found guilty and 
sentenced , thus reinforcing the oppression suffered by Australian POWs under their 19

Japanese captors. 
 
The infamous Sandakan Death Marches, denoted as “​the single greatest atrocity committed 
against Australians in war”  by the AWM is a superlative example of the callous actions 20

enacted by Japanese captors against Australian POWs. Two marches occurred, the first 
between January and March 1945, where 455 prisoners left Sandakan for Ranau . Keith 21

Botterill recounted how if a prisoner was too weak, “​they would pull them...off the track and 
bayonet...or shoot them ”​. The escape, recapture and torture of Albert Cleary, where for 22

eleven days he was “​beaten, tied to a log...spat and urinated on… ”​, further highlights the 23

barbarous actions committed during the marches. The second march departed Sandakan on 
29 May 1945, with 500 men who were “​sicker and even more malnourished​” than those on 
the first march . By war’s end, only 6 of the approximately 1000 prisoners that commenced 24

the marches survived, by escaping into the jungle. 84 Japanese soldiers were put on trial for 
war crimes relating to the Sandakan Death Marches, 71 were found guilty receiving 
sentences ranging from 5 years imprisonment to the death sentence , further providing 25

irrefutable entries in growing tomes of information attesting to the brutal and unforgiving 
treatment that was meted out to the Australian POWs in the Pacific theatre of WWII.  
 
In stark contrast, the experience of the Australian POW in the European theatre of WWII is 
largely unknown, an aspect that little if any light is shed on. There are several 
misconceptions about the treatment of Australian POWs by their German captors, the most 
common being in regard to forced labour and working conditions. Germany was a signatory 
of the Geneva Convention which safeguards the terms and treatment of POWs whereas 
Japan was not, providing the framework to call into question the treatment of Australian 
POWs in German captivity. The notion that Australian POWs were not subjected to the same 
working conditions as prisoners under the Japanese is ill founded and grounds for contested 
history as shown when Red Cross inspectors visiting mines in which prisoner labour was 

18 ​Awm.gov.au. n.d. ​Roll Of Honour - Alan Samuel Spokes​. [online] Available at: 
<https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1697461> [Accessed 9 July 2020]. 
19 Refer to Appendix B for further information 
20 ​Awm.gov.au. n.d. ​Stolen Years: Australian Prisoners Of War | The Australian War Memorial​. 
[online] Available at: <https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/sandakan> 
[Accessed 9 July 2020]. 
21 ​Refer to Appendix D for more information 
22 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​The Marches | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/resources/australian-priso
ners-war-1940-1945/gunner-cleary/marches> [Accessed 24 June 2020]. 
23 ​Awm.gov.au. n.d. ​Stolen Years: Australian Prisoners Of War | The Australian War Memorial​. 
[online] Available at: <https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/sandakan> 
[Accessed 9 July 2020]. 
24 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​The Marches | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/resources/australian-priso
ners-war-1940-1945/gunner-cleary/marches> [Accessed 24 June 2020]. 
25 Refer to Appendix B for more information 



exploited, received complaints regarding “​long hours, dangerous conditions, primitive 
equipment and the denial of rest days” , all terms safeguarded under the Geneva 26

Convention. Murray Middleton (service number SX11808) was wounded and taken prisoner 
in November 1942. Middleton was transferred to Stalag 344 (Lamsdorf) , then to Stalag 31727

 and forced to work on two ‘kommandos’ in German mines, where “​the cold, monotonous 28

work and lack of food​” severely impacted his already deteriorated health . Throughout his 29

time in various camps and working sites, Middleton witnessed multiple atrocities, including 
the attempt to mass execute the large group of prisoners he was in , rejecting the 30

perception that the Germans did not commit atrocities towards Australian POWs during 
WWII. One explanation as to why these experiences are not as prominent in Australian 
military folklore, is that after liberation in early 1945, many “​former POWs of the Reich had 
spent time recuperating in England…” , providing an opportunity to recuperate and recover 31

from the atrocities they’d been subjected to. This occasion was not afforded in the same 
terms to those held captive under the Japanese before being repatriated to Australia. This 
provides another avenue for contestation regarding prisoner’s experiences, as, despite their 
ill treatment, the POWs from Europe returned home in a much better physical condition than 
those imprisoned by the Japanese.  
 
Although not as widely reported, Australian POWs were also exposed to barbaric and 
inhumane treatment by the Reich. Some were executed whilst in German captivity and 
others became the unwilling subjects of medical experimentation. The callous shooting of 
Private Matheson at Gallmuthausen, Germany, is one of a multitude of atrocities 
experienced by Australian POWs in the European theatre. Matheson and another prisoner 
were on ‘kommando’ (work detail) when they were approached by a guard with gun drawn . 32

An argument ensued and Matheson was shot in “​the breast high in front and [the bullet] 
came out low on the right side of his back​”, thus indicating that Matheson was killed “​whilst 
lying on the ground​” , defenceless. The discovery of records regarding 5 Australian POWs 33

who underwent non-consensual medical experimentation by SS doctor Dr Friedrich 
Meythaler , attest they were “​Injected with the blood of hepatitis-infected German soldiers​” 34 35

26 ​Monteath, P., 2012. Australian POW Labour in Germany in World War II. ​Labour History​, [online] 
(103), p.83. Available at: <​https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5263/labourhistory.103.0083​>. Pg 97. 
27 ​1948. ​MIDDLETON MURRAY CHARLES​. [Service Record] National Archives of Australia, B883. 
Canberra. 
28 Refer to Appendix E for further information 
29 ​2020. ​Interview With Jim Middleton. 
30 Loc. Cit. 
31 ​Monteath, P., 2012. Australian POW Labour in Germany in World War II. ​Labour History​, [online] 
(103), p.83. Available at: <​https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5263/labourhistory.103.0083​>. 
32 ​1946. ​War Crimes - Germany - Shooting Of Private Matheson​. [Record] National Archives, 
MP742/1. Melbourne. p18. 
33 Ibid. pg 28 
34 ​Smith, A., 2016. The forgotten Australian prisoners of war experimented on by the Nazis. ​ABC 
Radio National​, [online] Available at: 
<https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bodysphere/forgotten-australian-prisoners-o
f-war-nazi-experiments/7248588> [Accessed 17 June 2020]. 
35 ​Smith, A., 2016. The forgotten Australian prisoners of war experimented on by the Nazis. ​ABC 
Radio National​, [online] Available at: 
<https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bodysphere/forgotten-australian-prisoners-o
f-war-nazi-experiments/7248588> [Accessed 17 June 2020]. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5263/labourhistory.103.0083
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5263/labourhistory.103.0083


which left the five experimentees with “​an enlargement of the liver, then an increase of 
temperature and other symptoms…”  as denoted by historian Konrad Kwiet. Lance Corporal 36

George Savage, 1 of the 5 POWs, knew the treatment inflicted upon him “​wasn’t normal 
medical procedure​”, and when horrific symptoms occurred, “​the doctor took notes but offered 
no explanation, no medicine to help” . This “​forgotten...chapter in the history of Australian 37

military men exposed to German experimentation​” , highlights a small representation of the 38

sadistic events that occurred in German captivity and thus, contests the predefined 
perception that German captor’s treatment of Australian POWs is second to that of the 
Japanese.  
 
Another aspect of the POW experience that has largely been overshadowed is internment of 
Australian soldiers in Nazi concentration camps; providing yet another point of contestation 
that the Japanese were the sole vialators of human rights. Approximately 100 Australian 
servicemen spent time in concentration camps such as Auschwitz and Buchenwald , which 39

is often not recognised in the public’s view. Nine Australian airmen were interned in 
Buchenwald concentration camp  and were classed as ‘terror fliers’ and as such, were not 40

given POW status. This meant that the airmen were not protected under the Geneva 
Convention . They had limited food and were subjected to the mercy of sadistic guards, who 41

conducted “mock executions” on the prisoners, a fate that would have become reality had 
the Luftwaffe not transferred them to Stalag Luft III . Having spent time in Auchwitz, 42

Corporal Donald Watt recalled a torture technique where “​they strapped my hand to...the 
table and proceeded to screw a clamp over my thumb and then the fingers. ”​ as punishment 43

for refusing to reveal details of a prior escape. Assigned to work at the crematoria, “​where 
we… throw[ed] logs… to keep the fire going, while other men… threw dead bodies in​” , he 44

36 ​Cook, M., 2016. ​Bioedge: The Forgotten History Of Australian Pows, Victims Of Nazi Doctors​. 
[online] BioEdge. Available at: 
<https://www.bioedge.org/mobile/view/the-forgotten-history-of-australian-pows-victims-of-nazi-doctors
/11803> [Accessed 24 June 2020]. 
37 ​Walker, F., 2017. ​George Savage, The Australian Digger Used As A Guinea Pig In Nazi Medical 
Experiments​. [online] The Sydney Morning Herald. Available at: 
<https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/george-savage-the-australian-digger-used-as-a-guine
a-pig-in-nazi-medical-experiments-20170725-gxig3y.html> [Accessed 24 June 2020]. 
38 ​Smith, A., 2016. The forgotten Australian prisoners of war experimented on by the Nazis. ​ABC 
Radio National​, [online] Available at: 
<https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/archived/bodysphere/forgotten-australian-prisoners-o
f-war-nazi-experiments/7248588> [Accessed 17 June 2020]. 
39 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. 2020. ​Australian Prisoners Of War 1940-1945 | Anzac Portal​. [online] 
Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/resources/australian-priso
ners-war-1940-1945> [Accessed 21 June 2020]. 
40 ​1997. H. CON. RES. 95. [online] Washington DC, p.IV. Available at: 
<https://web.archive.org/web/20100508192749/http://bulk.resource.org/gpo.gov/bills/105/hc95ih.txt.pd
f> [Accessed 11 July 2020]. 
41 ​Scribe, O., 2013. ​The Airmen Of Buchenwald: A Veteran's Day Remembrance​. [online] Daily Kos. 
Available at: 
<https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2013/11/11/1254732/-The-Airmen-of-Buchenwald-A-Veteran-s-Day
-Remembrance> [Accessed 11 July 2020]. 
42 Refer to Appendix E for further information 
43 ​Watt, D., 1996. ​Stoker​. East Roseville, NSW: Simon & Schuster. pg 79 
44 Ibid. pg 91 



recalled how the guards would “​bully us into a state of cowering servility” . By the time he 45

was rescued from Auschwitz, Watt weight barely 50 kilograms , congruent with the 46

condition in which Australian POWs left Japanese captivity. This supports the concept that 
the Germans, like the Japanese, violated a number of human rights, as well as the 
long-standing conduct among military personnel.  
 
The history of Australian prisoners detained under German and Japanese control has been 
the subject of contestation regarding atrocities and war crimes committed. Australian public 
perception is that the Japanese were harsh captors, due to infamous depictions of the 
Burma-Thailand Railway, brutality in Tantui camp, the Sandakan Death Marches and the 
emaciated state in which POWs were repatriated back to Australia; whereas knowledge of 
violations against Australian POWs interned under the German Reich is limited.  The further 
misconception that due to Germany being a signatory to the Geneva Convention, prisoners 
of the Reich were not exposed to war crimes is a fallacy thwarted by the execution of Private 
Matheson, immoral medical experimentation undertaken on Lance Corporal Savage 
(amongst others), along with internment and mistreatment in concentration camps. This 
evidence unequivocally demonstrates the contested nature of the treatment of Australian 
POWs and the similarity of their war experiences in both the Pacific and European theatres 
during WWII.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

45 Ibid. pg 102 
46 Ibid. pg 119 



Appendices: 
 

Appendix A:​ Burma-Thailand Railway Map 

 
A map of the Burma-Thailand Railway and the various staging camps, developed by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and accessible at 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/burma-thailand-railway-map  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/burma-thailand-railway-map


Appendix B: Japanese War Crimes in the Pacific - Prosecutions 
 

The following information is compiled from the National Archives Research guide, “Japanese 
War Crimes in the Pacific…” . Written by Dr Narelle Morris, this compilation highlights the 47

names, verdicts and sentences of Japanese soldiers accused of war crimes, notably 
regarding the Burma-Thailand Railway, Tan Toey (Tantui) camp and the Sandakan Death 
Marches.  
 
*Note - accused persons whose names appear more than once in the table is due to the 
person​ being tried for multiple instances. 

 
THE BURMA-THAILAND RAILWAY: 

 
NAME VERDICT SENTENCE RECEIVED SENTENCE SERVED 

Hideo Arai Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Koei Arai Guilty Death by hanging 

Chikayuki Funato Guilty 3 years imprisonment 

Eishun Hayashi Guilty Death by hanging 

Tomizou Higuchi Guilty Life imprisonment 

Moritsume Hirahara Guilty Death by hanging 

Eiji Hirota Guilty Death by hanging 

Aiki Hoshi Guilty Death by hanging 

Susumu Hosumi Guilty Death by hanging 

Rikichi Ishikura Not Guilty   

Chouroku Kaneko Guilty Death by hanging 

Shouen Kanemiya Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Masao Kaneshiro Guilty Life imprisonment 

Yoshio Kaneyama Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Fumio Masaki Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Minoru Matsuzaki Guilty Life imprisonment 

Katsuharu Morishita Guilty Life imprisonment 

Yoshitada Nagatomo Guilty Death by hanging 

Tadashi Omi Guilty Death by hanging 

Seikyou Ouyama Guilty 6 years imprisonment 

Harukichi Shimojou Guilty Death by hanging Life imprisonment 

Kouji Takemoto Guilty Death by hanging 

Tadashi Takana Not Guilty   

Shizuo Wakamatsu Guilty Death by hanging 

47 ​Morris, N., 2019. ​Japanese War Crimes In The Pacific​. Canberra: National Archives of Victoria. 



 
TAN TOEY (TANTUI) CAMP: 

 
NAME VERDICT SENTENCE SERVED 

Hisanori Ameshima Guilty 3 years imprisonment 

Fumio Aoki Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Seikichi Arita Not Guilty  

Yoshiteru Asao Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Minoru Eishou Not Guilty  

Kenzou Fujiki Not Guilty  

Kameichi Fujiwara Guilty 8 years imprisonment 

Yochirou Fujiwara Not Guilty  

Aizou Haraguchi Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Masaichi Haraguchi Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Mitsuoshi Hayashi Not Guilty  

Toyoichi Hayashi Guilty 6 years imprisonment 

Hirohide Higa Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Ichio Higauchi Not Guilty  

Tokifuku Himeno Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Hisao Hisatsugi Not Guilty  

Tasushi Hiwaki Not Guilty  

Naoyoshi Hyoudou Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Hishashi Ikebata Not Guilty  

Chikara Ikeda Guilty 3 years imprisonment 

Choukichi Ikeda Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Hiroji Ikeda Not Guilty  

Masao Ikeda Not Guilty  

Masakiyo Ikeuchi Guilty Death by shooting 

Kiyoshi Imaizumi Not Guilty  

Enzou Iribe Not Guilty  

Nagame Ishiwara Not Guilty  

Masatoshi Iwamoto Not Guilty  

Haruo Kagawa Guilty 8 years imprisonment 

Tsugio Kajiwara Not Guilty  

Iwao Kakuda Not Guilty  

Mazumi Kawamura Not Guilty  

Isamu Kawano Not Guilty  



Shigeo Kawata Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Taisuke Kawazumi Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Kiyoshi Kazuki Not Guilty  

Machinito Kimura Not Guilty  

Michinori Kimura Not Guilty  

Michitaka Kondou Guilty 4 1/2 years imprisonment 

Tamotsu Koyanagi Not Guilty  

Kinjirou Kudo Not Guilty  

Toreo Kudo Not Guilty  

Kazuyoshi Kuge Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Chouji Kuroki Not Guilty  

Masuji Kuwabara Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Yukio Maeda Guilty 6 years imprisonment 

Sadao Manabe Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Masao Matsuda Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Kiyoshi Matsukawa Not Guilty  

Akio Matsumoto Not Guilty  

Masamoto Mifune Not Guilty  

Yoshio Miyazaki Guilty Death by shooting 

Masujirou Miyoshi Not Guilty  

Kichi Murakami Not Guilty  

Sanemi Murata Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Aizou Nagasato Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Takeji Nagatani Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Hajime Nakamura Not Guilty  

Kesanori Nakamura Not Guilty  

Ryousuke Nakamura Guilty 18 months imprisonment 

Toshitsugu Norimatsu Not Guilty  

Hideo Ohigashi Not Guilty  

Kiichi Oki Guilty 6 years imprisonment 

Sueji Onishi Not Guilty  

Ken'ichi Osaki Not Guilty  

Toshiro Sakai Not Guilty  

Seiichi Sano Not Guilty  

Hitoshi Saruwatari Not Guilty  

Shigenobu Shibata Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Masaichi Shimakawa Guilty Death by shooting 



Tetsuo Shimp Not Guilty  

Wadami Shirozu Guilty Death by shooting 

Shouichi Shouno Not Guilty  

Tsunayuki Sodona Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Masajirou Suehiro Guilty 7 years imprisonment 

Masahiro Sugino Not Guilty  

Kihachirou Takaya Not Guilty  

Shigeo Takayama Not Guilty  

Sadaji Takegawa Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Michio Takeuchi Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Masashi Tanaka Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Shouichi Tanaka Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Kenji Teshiba Not Guilty  

Kazuo Tokudome Guilty 1 year imprisonment 

Yasuharu Torii Not Guilty  

Takaaki Toyanaga Not Guilty  

Tokio Uchikawa Guilty 4 years imprisonment 

Yoshio Uchikawa Not Guilty  

Toshio Urui Not Guilty  

Isamu Utsunomiya Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Isao Yamamoto Not Guilty  

Tatsuo Yamamoto Guilty 18 years imprisonment 

Toyokichi Yamamoto Not Guilty  

Hisao Yasunobu Guilty 2 years imprisonment 

Tokuo Yoneoka Not Guilty  

Otokichi Yoshida Not Guilty  

Isamu Yoshino Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Kiyosato Yoshizaki Not Guilty  

 
THE SANDAKAN DEATH MARCHES AND RELATED EVENTS: 

 
NAME VERDICT SENTENCE RECEIVED SENTENCE SERVED 

Kazuo Abe Guilty Death by hanging 

Nobuo Fukuda Not Guilty   

Masao Fukushima Guilty 15 years imprisonment SEE BELOW 

Masao Fukushima Not Guilty   

Masao Fukushima Guilty Death by hanging 



Kiroku Gotanda Not Guilty   

Tsuneyoshi Gotou Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Tsuneyoshi Gotou Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Yoshitarou Gotou Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Masao Hashimoto Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Yashinori Hayashi Guilty 15 years imprisonment SEE BELOW 

Yashinori Hayashi Guilty Death by hanging 

Kiyoshi Hayashida Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Mitsujirou Hayashida Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Yukihiko Hirano Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Ginjirou Hirota Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Ginjirou Hirota Guilty Life imprisonment 

Noboru Hirota Not Guilty   

Jirou Hirouchi Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Jirou Hirouchi Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Jirou Hirouchi Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Kouchi Horikawa Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Susumu Hoshijima Guilty Death by hanging 

Naoji Hosotani Guilty Death by shooting 

Susumu Hosumi Guilty Death by hanging 

Shigeru Iino Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Yoshio Ikeda Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Fujio Ishii Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Shigeru Iwabe Guilty 14 years imprisonment 

Souichi Kamimura Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Yoshio Kaneshige Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Kiyoshi Kawakami Guilty 15 years imprisonment SEE BELOW 

Kiyoshi Kawakami Guilty Death by hanging 

Shizuo Kobayashi Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Shoukichi Matsuba Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Shoukichi Matsuba Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Kenji Matsuda Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Nobunaga Matsuda Not Guilty   

Takeo Matsuda Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Tadao Miake Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Tadao Miake Guilty Life imprisonment 

Ryuuichi Mizuda Guilty 10 years imprisonment 



Teikichi Morioka Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Hisao Murozumi Guilty Life imprisonment 

Masao Nagahiro Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Masao Nagahiro Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Shin'ichi Nagata Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Tamayo Nakayama Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Tamayo Nakayama Not Guilty   

Moriji Nishikawa Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Yoshinori Nishikawa Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Toshiharu Okada Guilty Life imprisonment 

Tastuo Oyama Not Guilty   

Shigenari Sanada Guilty 14 years imprisonment 

Shin'ichi Satou Not Guilty   

Testuo Satou Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Shinsuke Shouji Guilty 8 years imprisonment 

Shinsuke Shouji Guilty 8 years imprisonment 

Takeo Sone Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Shun'ichi Sugimura Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Saburou Suzuki Guilty Death by hanging 

Takuo Takakawa Guilty Death by hanging 

Kunio Takata Guilty 5 years imprisonment 

Isao Takemoto Guilty 9 years imprisonment 

Yoshimitsu Takeuchi Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Yoshimitsu Takeuchi Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Shoujirou Tanaka Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Shintarou Tomiyama Not Guilty   

Koukichi Toyoda Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Eijirou Toyooka Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Kenburou Umemura Not Guilty   

Seiichi Utsunomiya Not Guilty   

Genzou Watanabe Guilty Death by shooting 

Jirou Yamamoto Guilty 10 years imprisonment 

Shouichi Yamamoto Guilty Death by hanging 

Hideo Yanagawa Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Shigemori Yanagawa Not Guilty   

Kenji Yanai Not Guilty   

Eikichi Yasuyama Guilty 15 years imprisonment 



Kinzou Yokota Guilty 9 years imprisonment 

Tatsuhiko Yoshikawa Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

Tatsuhiko Yoshikawa Guilty 20 years imprisonment 

Hideo Yoshimura Guilty 12 years imprisonment 

Shigeo Yoshioka Guilty 15 years imprisonment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix C: A Brief History of ‘Gull Force’ 
 

Gull Force refers to the men of the 21st Battalion and various attachments, who were sent to 
defend Ambon’s harbour and airstrip . Along with the Infantry battalion, approximately 200 48

men, from sections including from the “​C Troop 18th Anti-tank battery,... 2/12th Field 
Ambulance Detachment… and 104 Light Aid Detachment​” were attached to Gull Force, now 
numbering 1131 servicemen. Gull Force landed at Ambon on 17th December 1941 where 
one group of soldiers were sent to defend Laha Airfield and the other was “​deployed to the 
east of the bay…​” . Japanese forces landed on Ambon Island on 30th January 1943, and it 49

only took 4 days until “​the under-equipped and poorly prepared Australian...forces on the 
island surrendered” . ​Most members of Gull force were taken prisoner of war. One of the 50

‘tragedies’ that Gull Force suffered almost immediately after becoming POWs was the 
massacre at Laha Airfield . Approximately 300 servicemen that had been sent to defend 51

Laha Airfield had been “​killed in four separate massacres between 6th and 20th February 
1942”​ and “​not one survived” .​ Elsewhere, those who survived were housed in Tantui (Tan 52

Toey) camp and from there split, with 263 Australian prisoners being sent to Hainan Island . 53

The atrocities that occurred in both camps, including executions, unsafe living and working 
conditions, as well as their captor’s brutality were  “​often overlooked…, second only to 
Sandakan, the worst of all camps” . Those on Hainan Island were liberated by the 54

Americans at the end of August 1945, while men at Tantui camp waited another four weeks 
to be liberated . The death toll by war’s end at both camps was high, a 31% death toll on 55

Hainan Island and only “​123 of the 32 left on Ambon in late 1942 remained alive​” . 56

 
 

 

48 ​Gullforce.org.au. n.d. ​Gull Force - Battalion History​. [online] Available at: 
<http://www.gullforce.org.au/Battalion_History.html> [Accessed 14 July 2020]. 
49 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​Fall Of Ambon | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/events/japanese-
advance-december-1941-march-1942/fall-ambon> [Accessed 14 July 2020]. 
50 ​Loc. Cit. 
51 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​Ambon And Hainan | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-pass-
1942-1943/locations/australian-prisoners-asia-pacific/ambon-and-hainan> [Accessed 14 July 
2020]. 
52 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​Fall Of Ambon | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/events/japanese-
advance-december-1941-march-1942/fall-ambon> [Accessed 14 July 2020]. 
53 ​Awm.gov.au. n.d. ​Stolen Years: Australian Prisoners Of War | The Australian War 
Memorial​. [online] Available at: 
<https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/ambon> [Accessed 4 July 
2020]. 
54 ​Loc. Cit. 
55 ​Anzacportal.dva.gov.au. n.d. ​Fall Of Ambon | Anzac Portal​. [online] Available at: 
<https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/events/japanese-
advance-december-1941-march-1942/fall-ambon> [Accessed 14 July 2020]. 
56 ​Loc. Cit 



Appendix D: Map of the Sandakan Death Marches 

 
A map of British North Borneo illustrating the route taken on the First and Second Sandakan 
Death Marches, accessible from 
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/sandakan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/stolenyears/ww2/japan/sandakan


Appendix E: Map of German Prisoner-of-War camps during WWII 

 
A map of POW camps in Germany during the Second World War, including camps such as 
Stalag 344, accessible at ​http://www.merkki.com/powcampsmap.htm 
 
** Note, a further map detailing camps in which predominantly Australians and British were 
housed can be found in Peter Monteath’s “​POW: Australian Prisoners Of War In Hitler's 
Reich”​ pg xiv-xv 
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