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Introduction

The National Archives of Australia

The National Archives of Australia ensures that full and accurate records
documenting Commonwealth Government activities are created and kept. From
this massive body of information, the Archives selects, cares for and makes
available to all those records of continuing value. This collection constitutes the
archives of the Commonwealth Government — a vast and rich resource for the
study of Australian history, Australian society and the Australian people.

The collection spans almost 200 years of Australian history. The main focus of the
collection is material which documents Federal Government activities since
Federation in 1901. There are also significant holdings of nineteenth-century
records which relate to functions transferred by the colonies to the Commonwealth
Government at the time of Federation and subsequently. The records described in
this guide are a small but significant part of the collection.

Access to the National Archives collection is provided free of charge in public
reading rooms located in each capital city. Researchers are assisted by specialist
reference staff and are provided with reference tools to help them identify and use
the records in the collection. These reference tools include the RecordSearch and
PhotoSearch databases, guides, publications and fact sheets. Researchers unable
to visit a reading room may seek information and help by telephone, mail,
facsimile or email.

RecordSearch and PhotoSearch provide information about agencies, persons and
series as well as descriptions of over two million individual records. They are
available for online searching in reading rooms located in all offices of the National
Archives, at the Australian War Memorial and on the National Archives website.

The National Archives website provides more information about the Archives, its
collection and the services it offers. A visit to the site will help you determine
whether the Archives holds records relevant to your research. Fact sheets on
various topics are also available on the Archives website.

The Boer War

The question of who would dominate South Africa was disputed throughout the
nineteenth century. Black Africans were pushed aside by white Europeans, who
fought among themselves for the subcontinent. Dominance seemed to pass to the
British Empire when it ousted the Dutch by 1806 and gradually built up two settler
colonies, Cape Colony in the south and Natal in the south-east. But the Boers, as
the mostly rural descendants of Dutch and other early European colonists were
called, 'trekked' inland, established two republics called the Transvaal and Orange
Free State, and defied further British encroachment in a short war fought in 1881.
Encroachment of a different sort soon followed. Cecil Rhodes, a diamond
millionaire and fervent imperialist, seized the land north of the Transvaal, soon
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known as Rhodesia. The Boers could no longer trek northward to escape British
influence. The discovery of gold in the Transvaal's Witwatersrand district brought a
rush of immigrants from around the world, and especially from English-speaking
societies, to exploit the new riches. The Transvaal Government welcomed the
‘Uitlanders' (foreigners) but would not grant them the vote for some years, lest they
chose British over Boer rule.

Most white citizens of the British Empire were unmoved by Rhodes' escapades
and by the Uitlanders' lack of voting rights. But an influential minority thought
differently. Some saw the Uitlanders as ordinary workers and Britons who had
been unjustly denied political rights. The imperial government in London and other
powerful supporters and shapers of the empire wanted to reverse the humiliation
of 1881, win control of the gold mines, and strengthen the empire by transforming
those of its white men who currently trained part-time as citizen soldiers into the
British army's reserve. War in South Africa might achieve all these aims provided
the Boers could be manoeuvred into the role of aggressors. Alfred Milner,
Governor of Cape Colony, goaded the Boers into attack. Joseph Chamberlain,
Secretary of State for Colonies in the imperial government, asked the
governments of the settler colonies, including the six colonies in Australia, to raise
small contingents from their citizen soldiers to fight beside the British army. The
colonial governments agreed, not always enthusiastically. In October 1899 the
Boers invaded Natal and Cape Colony. The Boer War had begun.

The war is conventionally divided into three phases. During the first, which lasted
until early 1900, the invading Boers, mostly farmers armed with rifles who rode
small horses for mobility, routed the British army and the first of its citizen soldier
auxiliaries, most of whom were recruited in South Africa among the Uitlanders. In
the second phase, which lasted for most of 1900, the British army was heavily
reinforced by contingents of mounted soldiers from Britain and the settler colonies,
many of whom had had no previous military experience but, being mostly rural
men, were thought able to fight the Boers on equal terms. This vast khaki force
rolled back the Boers from British territory, invaded their republics, and captured
their gold mines and capital cities. The war seemed over. Lord Roberts, the British
commander, handed over what now seemed a police action to his chief of staff,
Lord Kitchener, and returned to England a hero. Many of the contingents returned
home in triumph.

But the Boers fought on, dispersing into small, highly mobile parties or
‘commandos’ which ambushed their enemies. Kitchener called for reinforcements
from Britain and the colonies and organised powerful mounted columns which
swept the countryside, seizing supplies, burning farms, and imprisoning women
and children. His methods disillusioned some of his soldiers and provoked protest
back home, but they wore down Boer resistance. Peace was declared in May
1902. The Transvaal and Orange Free State became part of a united British South
Africa. The gold mines returned their rich yield to British investors. Plans were
drafted to form a reserve for the British army from white men around the empire,
though nothing came of these plans. The Boers were offered partnership in ruling
the new dominion, and were assured that the imperial government would never
push through the policy they most detested — granting legal equality and the vote
to black and 'coloured' (mixed-race) Africans.
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The Australian involvement in the war

Thousands of men who had lived in Australia at least part of their lives, many of
whom were Uitlanders, fought in the war in irregular units raised in South Africa.
Their actions were not part of the official Australian war effort, which ultimately saw
six waves of small contingents despatched from Australia to fight.

The British army treated these contingents as it treated all units of specially-raised
troops which arrived in South Africa, whether from the settler colonies or from
Britain: as irregular troops, to be kept in small formations and placed under
experienced generals. Australian governments had no control over their
contingents once they sailed for South Africa. They did not want it, if only because
it would make them partly responsible for the war's conduct and so liable to any
domestic criticism of the war, while it would also upset the careful cost-sharing
arrangements which saw the imperial government, and so the British taxpayer,
meet almost all costs of keeping the Australian soldiers fed, clothed, equipped and
paid.

Patriotic fervour on display as a departing contingent marches through the streets of Melbourne.
NAA: B580, AUST TROOPS EN ROUTE FOR SA WAR 1899-1902



National Archives of Australia The Boer War November 2000

By the close of 1899 the first wave of Australian contingents were being employed
in South Africa guarding lines of communication. Some were briefly formed into an
Australian regiment, an unpopular move because a large unit of irregulars was
thought unlikely to be allowed to see much fighting. This and other preconceptions
changed in December 1899 when the Boers inflicted three defeats on the British
army during what was dubbed 'Black Week'. Fearing that this blow to British
prestige would spark a general war between the great powers, the imperial
government and leading citizens around the empire called for more contingents of
citizen soldiers, ones that could ride and shoot as expertly as the Boer farmers.
Most Australian colonial governments raised a second wave of contingents, now
entirely composed of mounted riflemen who, like the Boers, rode horses for
mobility but dismounted to fight.

Ordinary Australians, supervised by their governments, raised further contingents
whose members had little experience as part-time citizen soldiers but were
supposed to possess rough martial virtues inculcated by years of frontier life. The
third wave, called 'citizen's bushmen', was raised, equipped and trained partly at
public expense. The fourth wave, called 'imperial bushmen’, relied almost entirely
on the British taxpayer. The second, third and fourth waves of contingents,
accompanied by 40 nurses, sailed away to thunderous applause from massed
crowds. The war was now popular in Australia, especially given fears that
continued defeat in South Africa might prompt Russia, France or Germany to
attack the British Empire and pick off its isolated colonies.

The second wave of Australian contingents joined in Roberts' advance against the
Boer capital cities. Some were in General John French's punishing cavalry ride
that relieved Kimberley and its diamond mines from a Boer siege in February
1900. Some fought in the last real battle of the war a few days later at Paardeberg.
Most rode in the mounted brigade led by Edward Hutton, who dreamed of forming
an empire-wide citizen army after the war using Australians as its cavalry. The
bushmen contingents assembled in Rhodesia as part of a Rhodesian Field Force
formed to help prevent a Boer invasion. When the invasion failed to arrive, the
bushmen rode south to relieve besieged Mafeking. They missed the chance to
participate in a victory which led to wild rejoicing across the empire, but some won
brief fame when they resisted a Boer siege at Elands River during thirteen days in
July—August 1900. Wherever they fought, these contingents were deployed in
much the same way: as squadron-sized units of horsemen which swept the
countryside, searching for an elusive enemy and seeking to deny him provisions
and support by looting and burning his farms.

Contingent members signed up to serve for a year, and from October 1900 most
began to return to Australia. Kitchener's call for more troops resulted in a fifth wave
of contingents (known as ‘draft' contingents) being raised early in 1901. In theory
the Australian colonies had passed their defence powers immediately to the new
Commonwealth Government on 1 January, but a Commonwealth defence
department was not formed until March, a General Officer Commanding not
appointed until late in the year (it was to be Hutton), and Commonwealth Military
Forces were not formed from the six colonies' military forces before mid-1903. So
the draft contingents were raised by the colonial, now retitled State, governments,
and given state identities — though there was some confusion over whether to
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describe them as bushmen and whether to count them as fifth or as fifth and sixth
contingents. Most fought as regiment-sized formations led by their own officers.
They conducted an even dirtier war than their predecessors, unbroken by clear
victories and besmirched by the humiliating defeats of Wilmansrust and
Onverwacht.

In contrast to the first wave of contingents the drafts were easily recruited, partly
from veterans, mostly from young single urban men. Was military service proving
a useful employer during mediocre economic times? Were some Australians
developing a taste for war? Other Australians were hardening their attitude against
it. The judicious support for the war during October 1899 and the war fever of
December 1899-January 1900 had given way after Mafeking Day in May that year
to a prevailing indifference and increasing distaste. Opposition to the barbarities of
guerrilla fighting blended with doubts about the justice of the war to produce a
small but vocal anti-war movement among the liberal middle class and some trade
unions. But when Kitchener again called for troops early in 1902 the
Commonwealth Government obliged. Hutton organised eight battalions of what
after some indecision were called the Australian Commonwealth Horse, and
despatched them to the front. As with the draft contingents there was an
oversupply of recruits, but few saw any fighting and half had not even arrived in
South Africa by the signing of the peace in May. It was a quiet end to a war in
which a total of 10 000 soldiers or more had served in Australian contingents (the
conventional figure of 16 500 double-counts the thousands who enlisted twice).
Five hundred had died, half from disease.

Records of the involvement

Many Australian soldiers and nurses wrote letters and diaries and took
photographs of what they saw at the front. Australian newspapers reported the
course of the war and the doings of Australians in action. Australian journalists
wrote books about the war and what it meant for Australia. Such records are
plentiful and rich in reflection on the justice and wisdom of the war as well as on its
conduct. In contrast, official records in Australia seem sparse, mundane and tight-
lipped — testimony to the state's small jurisdiction a century ago, to the absence of
any compelling need to mobilise civilians or even persuade them to support the
war, to the primacy of the imperial government in making policy decisions about
the war, and to the role of the British army in deploying and disciplining the
Australian contingents.

The most common records relating to the war created by Australian governments
documented the routine administration of their contingents. Recruiting, training and
shipping contingents generated nominal rolls, pay sheets and thousands of red-
taped files on small procedural matters. The return of the contingents to Australia
and the distribution of pensions and medals generated more such records. There
were some documents from the front. Regular reports (the ancestors of the 'war
diaries' of the two world wars) were sent back to Australia by at least some officers
commanding contingents, while matters of controversy on or near the battlefield
provoked inquiries, protests and official decisions which in turn produced records,
some of which were sent to Australia.
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Such records were scattered across the continent and divided among a variety of
Government agencies. Records on the first five waves of contingents were
generated and kept by colonial governments, of which only Victoria maintained a
defence department; by colonial military headquarters, each headed by a
commandant and staffed by a dozen or so clerks and senior officers; and by the
contingents themselves. Only when the Commonwealth Government's defence
department took control of military matters from the colonies did that department
begin to create a large amount of its own records on the war. Only in 1902, when
the war was almost over, did it become responsible for raising any contingents.

The relative paucity and diffusion of official Australian records of the war was
made worse when many records were lost or deliberately destroyed, not through
any fears that official secrets and methods might become known, but because the
records concerned seemingly mundane matters relating to a conflict which
seemed minor and trivial in the wake of the First World War. Notable among the
records lost or destroyed were most officers' reports from the front. In addition to
the records in the custody of the National Archives and the Australian War
Memorial, serious researchers must be prepared to scour the collections housed
in state archives across Australia and, if they want to fully understand military
operations, in archives in South Africa and Britain (for a brief discussion of these
records see Appendix 2).

The opening of the Australian War Memorial in 1941, and the establishment of the
Archives Division of the Commonwealth National Library in 1948, created two
national repositories for surviving Australian official records on the war which
attracted not only surviving Commonwealth documents but also some long-
forgotten colonial material. The National Archives and the War Memorial together
— and they may be considered together, as their official records can be found by
using the National Archives RecordSearch database — hold the largest single
collection of Australian official records of the war. This scattered, incomplete, yet
invaluable collection is the subject of this guide.

Using this guide

The guide first describes the large general series of records relating to the war
which ranged across policy, administration, war service and repatriation. It then
considers aspects of the war for which smaller series and specific items from the
large general series are relevant. Those aspects are: the commitment of the
Australian contingents; the raising and supporting of the contingents by civil and
military officers in Australia; the contingents in the field; controversies arising from
the war, such as the defeat at Wilmansrust and the subsequent mutiny, and the
trial and punishment of officers of the Bushveldt Carbineers who had an Australian
connection; and the aftermath of war, involving the return of Australian
contingents, the distribution of medals, gratuity payments and pensions, and the
memorials and histories devoted to their memory.

Family historians should consult Appendix 1 before reading the body of the guide
and beginning their research.

10
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Description of the records

To fully understand a record it is often helpful to know certain things about it in
addition to its contents. For example, it helps to know who created the record,
when it was created and what other records exist that deal with the same general
subject or issue. This information provides the context of the record, which helps
researchers to interpret what the record is really about, determine its relevance,
and decide how accurate or complete it might be. The National Archives
documents this contextual information for each record in the collection using the
Commonwealth Record Series (CRS) System.

Under the CRS System records are described and controlled as series. A series is
made up of items, which are the individual files, volumes, maps, cards, diaries, etc
that were received into custody by the Archives from the creating department,
agency, or individual. Series usually consist of many items, but can occasionally
consist of just a few or even a single item.

When the Archives registers a series it gives it a series number and describes the
creating agency, the subject matter of the series, its date range, the format of the
individual items making up the series, their quantity (expressed in shelf metres),
where they are held and details of related series. The following figure sets out the
manner in which the records are described throughout the guide.

O BOER WAR VETERANS’' FUNERAL BENEFIT FILES, SINGLE NUMBER SERIES WITH BW
(BOER WAR) PREFIX D4549

® Recorded by:
1939-60: Deputy Commissioner of Repatriation, South Australia (CA 877)

(3] Adelaide 0.36 metres

(4] This series consists of correspondence concerning claims made for the supplementation
of funeral benefits for deceased men who fought in the Boer War. Files can include letters from
next of kin, invoices from undertakers, applications for grants towards funeral and burial expenses
and claims for pensions.

(5] FLEETWOOD, Charles Rufus [Boer War veteran, funeral benefit] D4549, BW66

(6} This item includes embarkation and disembarkation details of the 5t South Australian
Contingent as proof of Fleetwood’s service in South Africa.

Key
(1] This is the series title and the date range of the records that make up the series. The
series number is shown on the right-hand side.

(2] This is the person or government agency that created the series. It also shows the
date range during which each series was created or recorded. This date range does not
necessarily correspond to the contents date range of the records which appears in the
series title. The CP (Commonwealth person) and the CA (Commonwealth agency)
numbers are a unique identifier allocated by the National Archives to each person or
agency. These numbers can be used to retrieve more information about the person or

11
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agency, and the records they created, from the National Archives’ online database,
RecordSearch.

(3] This is the total volume of records in the series and the location where the series is
held. If copies of records are held in other locations, this is indicated here.

(4] This is a brief description of the series.

(5] This is the title given to the item by the person or agency that created it. The dates of
the earliest and latest document on the file are shown. The item’s identifying number
appears on the right-hand side. This number must be quoted when requesting a copy of
the record or access to it.

(6] This describes the main contents of an item. Note that it does not describe every
document on the file.

How the records are described

The records described in the guide include the original item number allocated by
the creating agency together with the series number, and these must be cited in
any inquiry about the records. Together the series and item numbers provide a
useful shorthand way of referring to a specific record item. Details about how to
cite the records described in this guide are given under Citing the records.

Individual files can be located electronically by file number or by keyword-in-title
searches using the RecordSearch database, which is available in all

Archives reading rooms, at the Australian War Memorial, and on the

Archives website.

Access to the records

Researchers are welcome to visit the National Archives reading rooms and the
Australian War Memorial Research Centre to examine the records described in
this guide. Before you visit, please make sure that the record is held by the
reading room you plan to visit. There is no equivalent of the inter-library loan
system for archives. To safeguard the records, they are not moved between the
Archives offices and to see the records you will need to visit the reading room in
the city shown as the location of the records.

In addition, given that the reading rooms of some of the Archives offices are
separate from the main repository area, it may also be beneficial to pre-order any
material you wish to see to ensure that it is ready upon your arrival. To pre-order
records please telephone, write to or email the reading room listed as holding
them. Contact details of all offices of the National Archives and the Australian War
Memorial are given in Fact Sheet 1.

If you cannot visit a reading room you may arrange for a representative to do so
on your behalf (see Fact Sheets 40-45, Research Agents), or alternatively you
may wish to obtain a photocopy of the record. To obtain a copy you may
telephone, write to or email the relevant reading room. Staff are happy to give

12
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photocopy quotes for specific items. Please be sure you have the specific series
and item numbers for the records you wish to have copied. Copy charges are set
out in Fact Sheet 51.

Citing the records

The correct citation of archival records is important both when requesting them
from the Archives and when referring to them in written or published works. The
correct method of citation will not only help staff of the Archives to locate the
records more readily, but will also help other researchers to find the material you
have used if they wish to examine it for themselves.

The correct form of citation for records held by the National Archives is expressed
as follows: the name National Archives of Australia followed by a colon, the series
number followed by a comma, and then the item number. An example is:

National Archives of Australia: MP744/11, 1900/4047

The name National Archives of Australia may be abbreviated to NAA provided the
full name has been used in the first citation.

Where to obtain more information

If you are unsure about how to request access to any of the records described in
this guide, or if you have any other questions, request a copy of our

booklet Getting Started, or access it on our website. Alternatively, contact

the reading room in your state or territory by telephone, mail, facsimile or email.
The contact numbers and addresses for all National Archives offices are given
in Fact Sheet 1.

Holdings of relevant material by other organisations in Australia are noted
in Appendix 2.

13
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1 The General Collections

The general collections on the war largely consist of files and other material
created by defence departments, colonial secretaries' offices and local military
headquarters to record and manage the raising, administration, payment, return
and repatriation of the Australian contingents. Some series also hold officers'
reports and other battlefield correspondence from South Africa. Robert Collins,
secretary of Victoria's defence department, became secretary of the
Commonwealth defence department in 1901 and seems to have taken most of his
files with him, and so Victorian and early Commonwealth material overlap in their
content and time periods and must be considered together. The only other major
group of general records that passed to the National Archives was that maintained
by the Queensland administration. Only three general collections are not of
Victorian, Queensland or Commonwealth origin. One of these consists of early
Cabinet papers, another is a collection of records mostly from New South Wales
while the third consists largely of material received by early governors-general. In
all three of these series, records on Australians and the war form only a part.

Victorian and Commonwealth collections

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 1885-1901 B3756

Recorded by:
Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Melbourne 4.93 metres

Perhaps 5 per cent of these general correspondence files on the administration of
Victoria's military forces are relevant to the Boer War. Most are thin and concern the
personnel rather than policy aspects of officer appointments and the return of
wounded soldiers.

Gunnery Lieutenant J Biddlecombe — Application for Employment on Active
Service, 1898-99 B3756, 1899/2887

Lt Col Wallack — possible attachment to Vic Forces in South Africa, 1900
B3756, 1900/627

Invalided Soldiers on board the SS Persic, 1900 B3756, 1900/7916

Rev J Boardman — Report to Citizen's Bushmen's Contingent on Active
Service in South Africa — Application for position of Chaplain in Federated
Forces of Australia, 1901 B3756, 1901/206

Boardman reports in support of his application that: 'During the period of my
appointment | conducted about one hundred services, consisting chiefly of the
regular morning parades, voluntary evening services and Holy Communions; also
services with the refugees including baptisms of English and Boer children as well
as a few services with the Kaffirs through interpreters.'

Vet Capt E C Kendall: Visit to England re work of Army Veterinary Department,
1901 B3756, 1901/2784

14
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'INDEX BOOKS' REGISTER OF CORRESPONDENCE AND INDEX TO REGISTRATION LOGS,

1886-1901
Recorded by:

B1461

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
Melbourne 0.36 metres
These five volumes registered the inward correspondence now in series B3756 (see

above) but do not contain the usual summaries of their subject matter. Volumes for
1898-1900, 1900 and 1901 are relevant.

Numerical indexes to inwards correspondence registers, 1886-1901
B1461, whole series

DEPARTMENTAL COPIES OF MINUTE PAPERS APPROVED BY THE FEDERAL EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL, 1901-03 A9298

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 0.18 metres

Brief and businesslike executive council submissions to the Victorian and
Commonwealth Departments of Defence, largely confirming officer appointments
and arrangements with contractors to supply the fifth Victorian contingent and the
Australian Commonwealth Horse.

Loose submissions dated 1901 from Department of Defence to Executive
Council, 1901 A9298, 1901

Loose submissions dated 1903 from Department of Defence to Executive
Council, 1903 A9298, 1903

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911

A6443
Recorded by:

1899-1901 Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340);
1901-11 Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Australian Commonwealth Horse — case of ex Trooper Hodgson, 1904
A6443, 105

Compensation for a soldier kicked by his horse while on parade in Sydney.
Printed notice: 'Conditions of service for the Contingents now being raised on
behalf of the Imperial Government for service in South Africa’, 1900
A6443, 221
Advice for those joining Victoria's Imperial Bushmen Contingent that ‘the Colonial

Government merely acts as an agent...and takes no responsibility with regard
to...rates of pay, conditions of service, or claims for compensation or gratuities'.

15
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Major R N Howse VC, Australian Army Medical Corps. Arrears of pay and
gratuity, 1905-07 AB443, 237

Nomenclature and organisation of 5th to 8th Battalions Australian
Commonwealth Horse, 1902 A6443, 281

Records the discussion which settled the name and, in part, the organisation of the
Australian Commonwealth Horse.

List of officers warrant and non-commissioned officers of the 1st Infantry
Regiment who served in South Africa and whose services they may wish to
bring to notice, 1902 A6443, 388

Re cases of Private Norton & Clarke of the Bushmen's contingent: alleged
Boer sympathisers, 1900 A6443, 435

A warning to the commanding officer of Victoria's third contingent to watch two of his
men; includes police reports

No. 185 Private G H Knott 2nd Victorian Contingent invalided, 1901  A6443,
521

Adjustment of accounts with War Office, 1905-07 A6443, 575

Suggests the tediousness of the task of apportioning costs between imperial,
Commonwealth and state governments.

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 1901-06 B168

Recorded by:

16

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 9 metres

A number of files from the early Victorian Department of Defence were transferred to
this series when the department ceased to operate and its officers transferred to the
Commonwealth in July 1901. Perhaps 100 files from this series, which documents
the establishment and early civil administration of the Commonwealth Military
Forces, concern the war. Most deal with the return of contingents, casualties, medal
entitlements, and the resumption of normal military duties by officers and men who
continued with peacetime citizen soldiering.

Returns of military strength — China and South Africa contingents, 1901
B168, 1901/3438

Report on 1st and 2nd South Australian Contingents, 1899-1901 B168,
1901/5306

Lists names, ranks, promotions, distinctions, and previous and subsequent military
service of members of South Australia’'s first and second contingents.

Green J W —award and medal, 1901 B168, 1902/4

Major Murray — Whether suitable for an appointment with the Commonwealth
contingent, 1902 B168, 1902/579

Lord Tullibardine's request for more men for the Light Horse, 1901-03 B168,
1902/709

Tullibardine's request for 200 Australian reinforcements for his Scottish Horse draws
the reply that: 'This cablegram is evidently the result of some private communication
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to Lord Kitchener, and | do not think that the Government should take action with
regard to such communications.'

South Africa — extension of engagement of 5th & 6th Mounted Infantry, 1902
B168, 1902/1098

Boer escapees — care to be taken, 1902 B168, 1902/2044
Imperial warning that Boers on the run may be enlisting in colonial contingents.

Capt. AJ N Tremearne resignation commission in VMF and appt for special
service in Ashanti, 1900-04 B168, 1903/2310

Concerning whether Tremearne, who joined the British army after serving in
Victoria's first contingent, should have to resign his commission in the
Commonwealth Military Forces. Early folios are addressed to Victoria's Premier, and
the file is a good example of Collins' wholesale transfer of Victorian defence
correspondence into the Commonwealth sphere.

RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE CENTRAL REGISTRY, 1900-38

AWM3
Recorded by:

1900-01: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)
1921-38: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 3.25 metres

An artificial series culled from early Commonwealth defence department records
(B168), many relating to the raising, administration and records of the Australian
Commonwealth Horse contingents.

The Designation of the Contingent of Mounted Troops for South Africa — 1st,
2nd, 3rd and 4th battalions Australian Commonwealth Horse, recommended
by Maj Gen E Hutton, 1902 AWM3, 02/132

Correspondence regarding the conduct of Lieut de Passey and a request for
directions as to what is to be done when he returns from South Africa, 1902—
03 AWMS3, 02/476

A record of sentences passed by Courts Martial on members of the Australian
Contingents in South Africa, 1900-02 AWM3, 02/616

A diary of 3rd Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse at Camp Kitchener's
Kopje and correspondence, 1902 AWM3, 02/1555

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, MULTIPLE NUMBER SERIES, 1906-13 MP84/1

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 37.26 metres

A tiny portion of the vast routine correspondence of the department, subsequent to
that held in series B168, addressed administrative matters arising from the war,
largely the award of medals.

Bushmen's Contingent to South Africa: decorations, 1905-06 MP84/1,
1019/1/2
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Promotion of account of South African service, 1901-08 MP84/1,
1930/1/12

This file contains state lists of officers' promotions; officers mentioned in dispatches;
officers receiving the DSO, CB, CMG, and Victoria Cross; and chaplains who served
with the contingents. It also contains correspondence between various Ministers, the
Governor-General and General Lord Kitchener.

Queensland collections

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1901-03 MP744/1

Recorded by:

Queensland South Africa Contingents Pay Office (CA 4423)

Melbourne 1.44 metres

General correspondence on Queensland contingents to the war, largely relating to
the draft contingents and not confined to pay matters. Some of the 583 files concern
payment of personnel and medical and disciplinary factors affecting their pay; others
concern medals or officers' reports from South Africa.

Diary and casualty list Fourth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent,
1901 MP744/1, 5/0C

Menmouth J —result of medical examination, 1901 MP744/1, 477/CS
Enquiry regarding pay of Private H H Welch, 1902 MP744/1, 2065/W

Medal roll Fifth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent, 1901
MP744/1, 2539/0C

Non-Commissioned Officers Fifth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent,
1902 MP744/1, 2842/0C

Includes dates of attestation, appointments and promotion and remarks such as
reverted to ranks, killed in action and invalided to Queensland.

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE OFFICE,
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1900-01 MP744/3

Recorded by:

18

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.72 metres

These 417 files contain routine correspondence on Queensland contingents to the
war, primarily the draft contingents. Most concern medical, pay and discharge
matters for individual soldiers.

Scottish Metropolitan Life Assurance Company — wishes to undertake
insurance of men of Third Queensland (Mounted Infantry) Contingent, 1900
MP744/3, 1900/1201

A request for the contract to insure contingent members for death and injury on
active service.
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Cox W and Rossiter W L —enquiry by Charters Towers Patriotic Fund re
payment to them, 1900 MP744/3, 1900/8094

Mclintosh D — disposal of effects etc. (Papers and medical sheets sent to
Patriotic Fund) MP744/3, 1901/4938

A plea from a returned soldier to know 'how | stand financialy [sic] with the Military'
and to recover his lost ‘black Military coat new never worn only on the trip across
from Cape Town'.

Diary of voyage of HMT Templemore from Brisbane to Capetown from
Commanding Officer Fifth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent, 1901
MP744/3, 1901/5392

Includes records of diet and daily routine on board ship from Australia to South
Africa.

Kelk, Eustace. Medical report, 1901 MP744/3, 1901/9573

Richards T — medical report and application for assistance from Queensland
Patriotic Fund, 1901 MP744/3, 1901/9644

REGISTERED PAPERS OF THE STAFF OFFICER FOR MOUNTED INFANTRY, QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE, 1901 MP744/7

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.06 metres

Four of these eight files are diaries forwarded by Queensland's fifth draft contingent;
the rest concern individuals and a skirmish at Koster River.

Diary of 5th Contingent Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent, 1-30
April 1901  MP744/7,1/974

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1899-1907 MP744/11

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 1.8 metres

This correspondence relates to arrangements for the Queensland contingents to
serve in South Africa. Most of these 500 files concern medical and insurance
matters and procedures for raising, despatching, returning and repatriating members
of Queensland's third and fourth bushmen contingents.

Livesey C E —request that in event of death insurance be paid to Miss Harris,
1900 MP744/11, 1900/3311

Hilder J O —killed in South Africa — payment of insurance money, 1901
MP744/11, 1901/5111

Re claims for compensation by Officers in respect of horses lost in South
Africa, 1902 MP744/11, 1902/3506

Pooley, Lieutenant A E — gratuity due to estate, 1903 MP744/11, 1903/2881

Detmold P G — application for medal and clasps, 1907 MP744/11, 1907/1200
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Other collections

FOLDERS OF COPIES OF COMMONWEALTH CABINET PAPERS, 1901- A6006

Canberra 14.4 metres

An artificial series compiled by the National Archives to record early Cabinet activity
and decisions. Microfilm copies for the Boer War period (itemised as 'Barton
January 1901-September 1903' and '1st Deakin September 1903—July 1905') are
available in all Archives offices. High policy is absent from this series, but three
special papers are relevant:

Reply to Lord Tullibardine Natal, 1901 A6006, 1901/12/31

Passes to the states the question of allowing the Marquis of Tullibardine to recruit
his 2nd Scottish Horse in Australia.

Suggestion to send Boer prisoners to Tasmania, 1901 A6006, 1901/12/31
Records that Cabinet was 'unable to recommend Chamberlain's suggestion'.

Remuneration to officers of Commonwealth service in connection with
despatch of contingents to South Africa, 1903 A6006, 1903/12/31

CORRESPONDENCE AND PRINTED MATTER ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SUBJECT
('SPECIAL PORTFOLIQO"), 1888-1936 A6661

Recorded by:

20

Governor-General (CA 1)

Canberra 10.26 metres

Around 200 items in this large series of correspondence between London and the
Governor-General of Australia are relevant. Most are transcriptions of cables from
the Secretary of State for Colonies in London and Kitchener in South Africa during
the war's final stages, often concerning the return of Australians from South Africa.

Sums due to estates of members of the Colonial Forces dying in South Africa,
1900-01 A6661, 536

Commonwealth contingents for South Africa: raising, equipment etc, 1901
A6661, 537

Telegrams and transcriptions on procedural arrangements following the decision to
raise the Australian Commonwealth Horse.

Tullibardine's Scottish Horse, 1900-01 A6661, 580
Telegrams on the patrtial raising of the unit in Australia.

Claims for compensation for horses lost in South Africa, 1901-02 A6661,
646

Includes a veterinary opinion by Peter Handcock of the Bushveldt Carbineers.
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PRE-FEDERATION AND COMMONWEALTH RECORDS, 1850-1943 AWM1

Recorded by:

1850-1901: New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

1859-83: Victorian Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1329)

1883-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

1921-39: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

1939-42: Australian Military Forces, Headquarters Eastern Command (CA
1876)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 34 metres

An artificial series largely consisting of records relating to New South Wales military
activities from the 1860s to 1914. Three primary subjects containing around 70 files
are relevant. Files with the primary number 3 concern recruiting, training and
administration of New South Wales and Australian Commonwealth Horse
contingents and largely consist of nominal rolls. Files with the primary number 4
concern those contingents on active service and includes many officers' reports.
Files with the primary number 5 concern medals, pensions and gratuities.

Nominal rolls of personnel medically examined for military service in South
Africa, NSW Imperial Bushmen, 1900 AWM1, 3/11

Pay records 1st, 2nd and 3rd Commonwealth Contingents from Victoria to
South Africa including nominal rolls of contingents, 1902-04 AWM, 3/38

Reports from Col S C U Smith Commanding Officer A Battery NSW Artillery,
1899-1901 AWML, 4/2

A good running commentary on his unit's experiences, with a typical wish to return
home: 'We should all like to go...but there is little chance for ages'.

Reports from Special Service officers serving in South Africa, submitted to HQ

NSW Military Forces, Sydney: a) Lt Col M W Bayly, Aug 1900; b) Capt R S

Pearce, NSW Field Artillery, Feb—Sep 1900, including voyage on SS Moravian;

c) Capt A P Luscombe RAA, Feb—Oct 1900; d) Lieut J M Conroy, NSW

Engineers, Jun—Aug 1900; e) Lieut C F Brace, NSW Artillery, Feb—Jul 1900; f)

Lieut G J Grieve, Jan—-Dec 1900; g) Maj W T Bridges, May—-Jul 1900, 1899-1900
AWML, 4/7

Lieutenant Grieve's reports include doubts about a British army regiment's morale
and a request to be promoted to captain 'as in my present rank | find myself serving
under officers who are much younger and more inexperienced, and, | venture to say,
with less professional knowledge than myself'.

Nominal roll of NSW troops embarking on SS Surrey for South Africa, 17 Jan
1900 AWM1, 4/16

Index to register of distribution of medals 3rd Australian Commonwealth
Horse for service in South Africa, 1902-04 AWML, 5/5
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2 Committing the Contingents

The official commitment

Australian governments made four separate commitments to send contingents to
the war. The first was the sometimes cautious agreement made by colonial
governments on the eve of the war and after their military commandants had met
and advocated raising an Australia-wide force. The second was the more
enthusiastic decision made in the wake of Black Week to raise the second wave of
contingents and to sanction the raising of citizens and imperial bushmen's
contingents. The third, to raise the draft or fifth wave of contingents, was a more
dutiful agreement made early in 1901 in response to Kitchener's call for
reinforcements to take the place of the previous contingents now returning home.
The final commitment, to raise the Australian Commonwealth Horse, was the first
made by the Commonwealth Government and was intended to replace the draft
contingents due to return home.

Three of the four commitments were matters between the imperial government
and the six colonial governments, at a time when cabinets of the day were little
inclined to record their deliberations. There are, therefore, few significant records
of the commitments held by the National Archives or the Australian War Memorial.

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911
A6443

Recorded by:
1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Printed publication 'Report of a conference of military commandants held at
Victoria Barracks Melbourne on the 28th Sept 1899 and following day', 1899
A6443, 285

Records the colonial commandants' plans, never acted on, for a 2000-strong
Australian contingent to the war.

Memo re meeting of Colonial Commandants to organise a united Australian
Contingent, 1899 A6443, 423

A request that the six colonies' commandants meet in Victoria Barracks in
Melbourne when discussing the matter.
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Conditions of enlistment and constitution of 1st Victorian Contingent, 1899
A6443, 678

Transcript of Chamberlain's telegram of 3 October asking for small, preferably
infantry, contingents from New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia.

Respecting Lord Brassey's proposed formation of an Australian Regiment for
general service, 1900 A6443, 679

Chamberlain's advice of February 1900 to wait till after the Boer War before
considering this plan (one among many) to consolidate the citizen soldiers of the
British Empire into a reserve for the British army.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS RELATING TO THE PROPOSAL TO SEND MEMBERS OF THE
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE TO THE TRANSVAAL, 1899 B5182

Recorded by:

Queensland Legislative Assembly (CA 6801)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

A copy of the parliamentary paper printed by the Queensland Legislative Assembly
which published all official correspondence on the offer, recruitment and
organisation of the colony's first contingent, with some insignificant annotations on
the front page. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices.

Parliamentary Papers re proposal to send Queensland Defence Force
members to Transvaal Boer war, 1899 B5182, whole series

CONFIDENTIAL TELEGRAMS AND CORRESPONDENCE, HEADQUARTERS OFFICE,
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1899-1900 M744/6

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.18 metres

Twelve confidential telegrams, letters or submissions on procedural planning and
personnel matters largely concerning the despatch of the first Queensland
contingent. There is almost no policy discussion.

Copy of submission from the Commandant Queensland Defence Force to the
Hon Chief Secretary Brisbane concerning rates of pay for the Transvaal
contingent, 15 September 1899 MP744/6, 251A

Notes that officers should provide their own equipment and horses.

Telegrams in code to Major General H Gunter Australian Club Sydney from
James R Dickson, 10 October 1899 MP744/6, 547

Forwarding Chamberlain's request of 3 October 1899 for small colonial contingents.

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1899-1907 MP744/11

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 1.8 metres

This correspondence relates to arrangements for the Queensland contingents to
serve in South Africa. Most of these 500 files concern medical and insurance

matters and procedures for raising, despatching, returning and repatriating members
of Queensland's third and fourth bushmen contingents.

23



National Archives of Australia The Boer War November 2000

Copy of telegram from Secretary of State for the Colonies accepting offer by
Queensland Government of troops for South Africa, 1899-1907 MP744/11,
1899/8235

Another transcript of Chamberlain's telegram of 3 October, with notation ordering the
immediate return of Queensland's commandant after the Melbourne conference.

Confirmation by London Office of telegram re offer of acceptance of Third
Queensland (Mounted Infantry) Contingent with copy of letter affirming
acceptance of offer, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/2729

Conveys London's grateful acceptance of more mounted troops.

Offers to serve

The commitments were not solely matters of state. With no power to conscript
men to fight overseas and with almost no military forces other than militias and
volunteer forces composed of citizen soldiers restricted to home defence,
Australian governments both before and after Federation had to rely on the martial
enthusiasm of their citizens if the contingents to South Africa were to be filled.
Though the first wave of contingents filled only slowly, this reflected not so much
pervasive scepticism toward the war but a general feeling that the British army
would not really need help from semi-trained citizen soldiers. Once the need was
made clear, thousands of Australians indicated their willingness to serve in South
Africa.

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911
A6443

Recorded by:
1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Enquiries re joining Marquis of Tullibardine's Scottish Horse Part 1, 1900-01
A6443, 45

Proposal by Australians in London for a fund for equipping mounted bushmen
from colonies, 1899-1900 A6443, 118

Agitation by prominent Australians in London after the defeats of Black Week to
rouse their compatriots back home to join in the war 'at this crisis in the history of the
Empire’'.

1st Commonwealth Contingent: Nurses, 1902  A6443, 302
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Requests from women to serve as nurses with the Australian Commonwealth Horse,
one woman writing 'l would so much like to go and assist the nurses or do
something for our poor men'.

Letter from General Secretary Young Men's Christian Association offering
services to Bushmen's Corps, 1901 A6443, 564

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 1901-06 A6394

Recorded by:

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Canberra 0.36 metres

Five boxes of applications to serve in the second regiment of the Marquis of
Tullibardine's 2nd Scottish Horse, a non-Australian unit partly recruited in Victoria
among men who could make some claim to Scottish descent and, often, who were
rejected for service in the draft contingent being raised at the time. The boxes hold
signed pledges to accept imperial discipline and make no claims on the Victorian
Government. Marital status is the only personal information recorded on the
applications. The boxes are organised alphabetically and include:

Applications for Adams G O — Davies D W, 1901 A6394, NN

Applications for Mitchell J C — Selby P, 1901 A6394, NN

PRE-FEDERATION AND COMMONWEALTH RECORDS, 1850-1943 AWM1

Recorded by:

1850-1901: New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

1859-83: Victorian Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1329)

1883-1901 Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

1921-38: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

1939-42 Australian Military Forces, Headquarters Eastern Command (CA 1876)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 34 metres

An artificial series largely consisting of records relating to New South Wales military
activities from the 1860s to 1914. Three primary subjects containing around 70 files
are relevant. Files with the primary number 3 concern recruiting, training and
administration of New South Wales and Australian Commonwealth Horse
contingents and largely consist of nominal rolls. Files with the primary number 4
concern those contingents on active service and includes many officers' reports.
Files with the primary number 5 concern medals, pensions and gratuities.

Nominal roll of applicants for active service in South Africa with ages,
addresses, previous service, 1899 AWM1, 3/1

RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE CENTRAL REGISTRY, 1900-38

AWM3
Recorded by:

1900-01: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)
1921-38: Department of Defence [Il] (CA 19)

Melbourne 3.25 metres
An artificial series culled from early Commonwealth defence department records

(B168), many relating to the raising, administration and records of the Australian
Commonwealth Horse contingents.
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Applications for Commissions, 2nd Commonwealth Contingent. 16
Applications by letter, 1901-02 AWM3, 02/161

Correspondence regarding a deputation of bushmen seeking service in South
Africa, 1902 AWMS3, 02/879

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 1901-06 B168

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 9 metres

A number of files from the early Victorian Department of Defence were transferred to
this series when the department ceased to operate and its officers transferred to the
Commonwealth in July 1901. Perhaps 100 files from this series, which documents
the establishment and early civil administration of the Commonwealth Military
Forces, concern the war. Most deal with the return of contingents, casualties, medal
entitlements, and the resumption of normal military duties by officers and men who
continued with peacetime citizen soldiering.

South African ex servicemen desirous of returning to Sth Africa opinion re,
1901 B168, 1901/1734

Captain Thomas's request to know whether 'Minister disapprove my offering Lord
Kitchener privately raise another bushmen's regiment without expense
Commonwealth'. A returned officer of the New South Wales Citizen's Bushmen
contingent, Thomas was later to defend Morant and Handcock during the Bushveldt
Carbineers trial.

CORRESPONDENCE FILES, 1885-1901 B3765

Recorded by:

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Melbourne 4.93 metres

Perhaps 5 per cent of these general correspondence files on the administration of
Victoria's military forces are relevant to the Boer War. Most are thin and concern the
personnel rather than policy aspects of officer appointments and the return of
wounded soldiers.

Gunnery Lieutenant J Biddlecombe — Application for Employment on Active
Service, 1898-99 B3756, 1899/2887

Lieutenant Commander W J Colquhoun DSO VN: Application to serve in South
Africa; Rate of Pay; Courses in England; Passage arrangements etc, 1900-01
B3756, 1901/2944

There was little scope for fighting by Australian sailors against an enemy without a
navy, but Colquhoun embarked with Victoria's first contingent.

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO MEMBERS OF THE 1ST AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
REGIMENT WHO VOLUNTEERED FOR ACTIVE SERVICE IN THE FIRST AND SECOND
CONTINGENTS TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR, 1899-1900 C3167

Recorded by:
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New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)
Sydney 0.18 metres

Rolls created around July 1899 of members of one company of the New South
Wales 1st Infantry Regiment who volunteered for service in South Africa if required.
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Name, rank, regimental number, age, marital status, height and chest measurement,
and riding and shooting ability are given.

Correspondence relating to members of the 1st Australian Infantry Regiment
who volunteered for active service in the first contingent to the Boer war,
1899-1900 C3167, whole series
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A hopeful applicant for the next contingent of the Australian Commonwealth Horse.
NAA: A6443, 21
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REGISTERS OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED, 1888-1909 SP820/3

Recorded by:

1901-09: Commonwealth Military Forces, New South Wales District
Headquarters (CA 6334)

Sydney 5.4 metres

Volumes 5 and 6 of these inward correspondence registers record applications by
soldiers and nurses to serve in South Africa from July 1899. A minute of 3 July 1899
concerning regimental mobilisation may reflect an early fear that the outbreak of war
in South Africa would spark conflict between the great powers.

Registers of correspondence received first Australian Infantry Regiment,
1889-1909 SP820/3, NN

REGISTERS OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED, 1886-1913 SP820/23

Recorded by:

1901-11: Commonwealth Military Forces, New South Wales District
Headquarters (CA 6334)
1911-13: 2nd Military District New South Wales [I] (CA 6335)

Sydney 3.6 metres

Volume 5 of these inward correspondence registers records applications by soldiers
to serve in South Africa from at least September 1899 and also efforts by officers to
encourage their men to come forward. On 16 December 1899 the regiment's
commanding officer called for volunteers to join the second contingent, though a
month later he laid down that only 'specially qualified' men were wanted for active
service.

Registers of correspondence received. Second Australian Infantry Regiment,
1899-1906 SP820/23, 6

REGISTERED PAPERS OF THE STAFF OFFICER FOR MOUNTED INFANTRY, QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE, 1901 MP744/7

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary’s Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.06 metres

Four of these eight files are diaries forwarded by Queensland's fifth draft contingent;
the rest concern individuals and a skirmish at Koster River.

Pope D [application for commission in Sixth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen)
Contingent], 1901 MP744/7, 1/395

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1899-1907 MP744/11

Recorded by:
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Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 1.8 metres

This correspondence relates to arrangements for the Queensland contingents to
serve in South Africa. Most of these 500 files concern medical and insurance
matters and procedures for raising, despatching, returning and repatriating members
of Queensland's third and fourth bushmen contingents.

Urquhart R —wishes to go with Fourth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen)
Contingent, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/3466
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Six patriotic nurses bound for South Africa, 1900.
NAA: D4477, 425

Goodger H A —wishes to go with Fourth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen)
Contingent, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/3492

Report on Action taken regarding applicants for Imperial Bushmen's
Contingent from the Police Magistrate Burketown, 1900 MP744/11,
1900/4047

On the problem of medically examining and shipping potential recruits from rural
Queensland.

MISCELLANY OF PAPERS RELATING TO THE PARTICIPATION OF QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL IN THE BOER WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1900-17
MP744/41

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

This small, random collection of papers and news cuttings, concerns Queenslanders
in the war. Two relevant files:

Newspaper cutting from the Telegraph (Brisbane) 1 February 1900 concerning
a deputation to the Queensland Premier seeking further troops to be sent to
South Africa, 1900 MP744/41, 6

List of Queensland Officers who have volunteered for South Africa, 1900
MP744/41, 7
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3 Raising and Supporting the
Contingents

The tasks of raising and supporting the Australian contingents involved recruiting,
identifying and training soldiers; clothing, equipping, paying and insuring them;
conveying them to and from South Africa; and keeping in contact with them while
on active service. These tasks were discharged by small groups of clerks, staff
officers and instructors and, under contract, dozens of clothing, saddlery, shipping,
insurance and other business firms. Many of the official records generated by this
activity, notably nominal rolls and pay and medical documents, give personal
details about soldiers much sought after by family historians. A sample of records
generated by New South Wales, Victorian, South Australian and Commonwealth
administrations and a good range of Queensland material have come into the care
of the National Archives and the Australian War Memorial. What little else is held
is grouped at the end of this chapter under Other records. Much of it relates to the
raising of the only non-Australian unit in the war recruited (partly) on Australian
soil, the Marquis of Tullibardine's 2nd Scottish Horse. The National Archives
Melbourne office also holds a useful guide to the conditions under which
contingents to the war were raised around the empire (see MP684/1 below).

RECORD OF CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF SOUTH AFRICAN AND OVER-SEA
CONTINGENTS EMPLOYED IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR, 1901-03 MP684/1

Recorded by:
Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.18 metres

A copy of Conditions of Service of South African and Over-sea Contingents
employed in the South African war, 1899-1902, which reproduced Acts governing
the raising and despatch of contingents from around the British Empire along with
announcements of conditions of service and blank attestation forms, discharge
certificates and statements of rates of pay. It thus documents the basic conditions
under which Australians and other citizen soldiers around the empire served and the
legal responsibilities of governments and soldiers.

Conditions of Service of South African and Over-sea Contingents employed in
the South African war, 1899-1903  MP684/1, whole series

New South Wales

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911
B6443

Recorded by:
1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres
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Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Five relevant items consist of general military orders governing all New South Wales
soldiers, whether training at home or embarking for or returning from active service
abroad, from 1899 to 1902:

General orders New South Wales Military Forces nos 107-149 with gaps, 1899

A6443, 216

General orders New South Wales Military Forces nos 1-138 with gaps, 1900
A6443, 217

General orders New South Wales Military Forces nos 4-51 with gaps, 1901
A6443, 218

General orders New South Wales Military Forces nos 1-39 with gaps, 1902
A6443, 219

Military Forces of the Commonwealth: New South Wales District Orders, 1902
A6443, 220

PRE-FEDERATION AND COMMONWEALTH RECORDS, 1850-1943 AWM1

Recorded by:

1850-1901: New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

1859-83: Victorian Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1329)

1883-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

1921-39: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

1939-42: Australian Military Forces, Headquarters Eastern Command (CA
1876)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 34 metres

An artificial series largely consisting of records relating to New South Wales military
activities from the 1860s to 1914. Three primary subjects containing around 70 files
are relevant. Files with the primary number 3 concern recruiting, training and
administration of New South Wales and Australian Commonwealth Horse
contingents and largely consist of nominal rolls. Files with the primary number 4
concern those contingents on active service and includes many officers' reports.
Files with the primary number 5 concern medals, pensions and gratuities.

There is much valuable material on the New South Wales draft contingents, nominal
rolls for all New South Wales contingents, and some other documents arising from
raising and training, including:

Nominal roll mostly Imperial Draft Contingent for South Africa with
[enlistment?] dates and previous service, 1899-1901 AWM1, 3/2

Nominal roll 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles Imperial Draft Contingent for South
Africa, 1901 AWM1, 3/12

Nominal roll for various NSW units for South Africa with home towns and
shooting and riding test results, 1901 AWM1, 3/14
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The Archbishop of Sydney’s nomination of a Catholic priest to accompany the Australian troops to
South Africa.
NAA: A6443, 2
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Nominal roll of enrolment 1st Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse
(NSW) for service in South Africa, 1902 AWM1, 3/17

Papers relating to raising volunteer force for South Africa, 1898-1900
AWML, 4/1

This small collection on the raising of the first three New South Wales contingents
includes an application to be accepted as a special service officer, lists allocating
officers to units, a list of officers on ships, and notes of the first meeting of the New
South Wales Imperial Bushmen's Committee, at which military officials and leaders
of the popular movement which raised the unit elected a president and considered
how to recruit and mount the contingent.

CONTINGENT PAY LEDGERS FOR NEW SOUTH WALES FORCES WHO SERVED IN THE
BOER WAR, 1899-1908 B5200

Recorded by:

New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

Melbourne 0.2 metres

Three volumes and some loose notes recording payments to members of New
South Wales contingents, giving name, rank, regimental number, home address,
periodic pay details and date of return. Annotations as late as 1908 record post-war

adjustments to pay. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives
offices.

Contingent — Ledger, 1899-1901 B5200, 1
CB Contingent Ledger, 1900-08 B5200, 2

Details of payments to members of Contingents for Service in South Africa,
1900-08 B5200, 3

REGISTERS OF PAY FOR NEW SOUTH WALES FORCES SERVING IN THE BOER WAR,

1900-03
Recorded by:

B5201

New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

Melbourne 0.28 metres

Five volumes recording field pay, gratuity and pension payments for members of the
New South Wales draft contingent and giving name, rank, regimental number, pay
rate, payee, dates of enlistment and discharge, and amount periodically paid.
Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices.

Imperial 3rd Regiment — NSW Mounted Rifles: Register of Assigned Pay, 1901—
03 B5201, 4

3rd Bushmen's (Carrington's) Imperial Draft Contingent: Register of Assigned
Pay, 1902-03 B5201,5

PAY LEDGER FOR NEW SOUTH WALES MILITARY FORCES WHO SERVED IN THE BOER
WAR, 1899-1903 B5202

Recorded by:

New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

Melbourne 0.05 metres

This volume records the payments to the permanent soldiers of the New South
Wales military forces who served in the Boer War. Includes name, rank, regimental
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number, corps, payee, special war gratuities, allowances (including those to attend
the royal commission on the war), pay adjustments, and pay by imperial and State
governments. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices.

Pay ledger for Military Forces, State of New South Wales, 1899-1902
B5202, whole series

NOMINAL ROLLS AND LISTS OF MEDALS AND CLASPS FOR NEW SOUTH WALES
MILITARY FORCES WHO SERVED IN THE BOER WAR, 1899-1907 B5204

Recorded by:
CA 1272 (New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office)

Melbourne 0.25 metres

Fourteen nominal and medal rolls for New South Wales contingent and special
service officers giving name, regimental number and rank, and sometimes
occupation, religion, birthplace, nationality, marital status, next of kin details
(including names of any children), whether invalided or died, and eligibility for
medals and clasps. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives
offices.

South African Contingent 1899 — Returns of Particulars of the Officers and
Men of NSW Infantry, 1899 B5204, 1

This roll is unusual in listing soldiers by the units of the colonial military forces in
which they served part-time before enlisting for South Africa.

Nominal roll of First regiment of Australian Horse and New South Wales
Regiment of Lancers, 1901-03 B5204, 5A

PAY LEDGERS FOR NEW SOUTH WALES MILITARY FORCES INVOLVED IN THE BOER
WAR, 1899-1902 B5205

Recorded by:
New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

Melbourne 0.15 metres
Four volumes of pay details for members of New South Wales contingents, giving
name, rank, regimental number, payment and remarks. A partial index appears in

the first volume. Further indexes now constitute series B5206. Microfilm copies of
this series are available in all Archives offices.

Payment to members of Military Forces, 1899-1901 B5205, 1
Payment to members of Military Forces, 1900-02 B5205, 3

INDEX TO PAY LEDGERS FOR THE NEW SOUTH WALES MILITARY FORCES INVOLVED IN
THE BOER WAR, 1899-1902 B5206

Recorded by:
New South Wales Colonial Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

Partial indexes to volumes 2, 3 and 4 of series B5205, giving hame, rank, regimental
number and folio number. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives
offices.

Index to volume 2 of pay ledgers for the New South Wales military forces
involved in the Boer war, 1899-1902 B5206, 2
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Victoria

Index to volume 3 of pay ledgers for the New South Wales military forces
involved in the Boer war, 1899-1902 B5206, 3

Index to volume 4 of pay ledgers for the New South Wales military forces
involved in the Boer war, 1899-1902 B5206, 4

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911

A6443
Recorded by:

1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 3)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments’ general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Correspondence in connection with despatch of 1st Victorian Contingent to
South Africa, 1899-1900  A6443, 194

This unusually large file detailing the equipment and dispatch of the contingent
includes a ship's log of the voyage to South Africa.

Nominal rolls of 1st and 2nd Victorian Contingents for service in South Africa,
1899-1900 A6443, 258

PRE-FEDERATION AND COMMONWEALTH RECORDS, 1850-1943 AWM1

Recorded by:

1850-1901: New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

1859-83: Victorian Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1329)

1883-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

1921-39: Department of Defence [Il] (CA 19)

1939-42: Australian Military Forces, Headquarters Eastern Command (CA
1876)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 34 metres

An artificial series largely consisting of records relating to New South Wales military
activities from the 1860s to 1914. Three primary subjects containing around 70 files
are relevant. Files with the primary number 3 concern recruiting, training and
administration of New South Wales and Australian Commonwealth Horse
contingents and largely consist of nominal rolls. Files with the primary number 4
concern those contingents on active service and includes many officers' reports.
Files with the primary number 5 concern medals, pensions and gratuities. There is
some Victorian material, including:

Register of salaries and allowances [4th] Imperial Contingent [from Victoria to

South Africa] and 5th Victorian Contingent, including nominal rolls of
contingents, 1901-02 AWM1, 3/37
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RECORDS ARRANGED ACCORDING TO AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL LIBRARY
SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION, 1864-1970 AWM27

Recorded by:

1927-70: Australian War Memorial (CA 616)
Australian War Memorial (AWM) 17.8 metres

A large artificial series created from Australian War Memorial records once given
library catalogue numbers, including some kept originally by World War | official
medical historian A G Butler. A few relevant items, nearly all concerning the
administration of Victorian contingents:

Muster Roll of 5th Contingent for service in South Africa and Nominal Roll of
6thBattalion Australian Commonwealth Horse for service in South Africa,
1901-02 AWM27, 100/1

Maj Gen Sir J Bruche Collection: Victorian Infantry Company NCOs and men
selected for service in South Africa, 1899 AWM?27, 100/8 part 1

One of a five-part personal collection, including nominal rolls, of Julius Bruche, an
officer with Victoria's first contingent and the 2nd Australian Commonwealth Horse.
This part contains a roll of men selected for service with Victoria's first contingent.

Maj Gen Sir J Bruche Collection: Embarkation roll of Victorian units and Staff
of 2nd Battalion, 1st Commonwealth Contingent, embarked at Melbourne on
HMT St Andrew, 12 Feb 1902 AWM27, 100/8 part 2

This part of the collection contains a pay list of the 2nd Battalion of the Australian
Commonwealth Horse.

ENROLMENT FORMS OF VICTORIAN CONTINGENTS, 1899-1900 B5177

Recorded by:

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

Extracted from the correspondence which now forms series B3756 (see Chapter 1),
these forms record oaths pledged by members of the first three Victorian
contingents as well as age, marital status and occupation. Microfilm copies of this
series are available in all Archives offices.

Enrolment forms of Victorian contingents to South Africa (Boer war), 1899—
1900 B5177, whole series

NOMINAL ROLLS OF VICTORIAN CONTINGENTS FOR SOUTH AFRICA, 1899-1901

Recorded by:
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B5179

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

Printed muster rolls giving name, rank, marital status, previous military service,
occupation and usual residence for members of Victoria's contingents, including
nurses. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices. Organised
as two items:

Muster rolls of Victorian contingents to the Boer War — First, Second (Mounted
Rifles), Third (Bushmen's), Fourth (Imperial), nurses —and pensions and
allowances granted by Imperial Government for wounds on active service,
1899-1900 B5179, volume A
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Muster rolls of Fourth Victorian (Imperial) Contingent and Fifth Victorian
(Mounted Rifles) Contingent to the Boer War, 1900-01 B5179, volume B

Queensland

QUEENSLAND — FINE ARTS COPYRIGHT FILES, 1892-1906 Al1715

Recorded by:
Queensland Government Patents Office (CA 1246)

Canberra 0.37 metres

Copyright certificates sought by Queensland photographers and, in many cases,
copies of the work itself. Photographs of soldiers training and departing for the war,
enormously popular at the start of the war, are included.

Copyright certificate Alfred Henry Elliott —''View of the camp' (2 photos), 1899
A1715, 76

Copyright certificate William Thomas Farrell. Photo of group of men and
officers constituting 2nd Contingent for South Africa, 1899 A1715, 81

UNREGISTERED NOMINAL ROLLS, PAY LISTS AND ASSOCIATED ACCOUNTING
CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE QUEENSLAND CONTINGENTS DESPATCHED TO
THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1902 A6588

Recorded by:
1899-1901: Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)
1901-02: Queensland South Africa Contingents Pay Office (CA 4423)

Canberra  0.36 metres
Pay arrangements for Queensland contingents, most material relating to the 5th and

6th Imperial Bushmen. Two files contain claims by officers who lost equipment in the
defeat at Onverwacht in January 1902.

Unregistered Nominal Rolls, Pay Lists and associated accounting
correspondence relating to the Queensland Contingents despatched to the
South African (Boer) War, 1899-1902  A6588, whole series

CAMP AND ORDINARY PAY SHEETS FOR QUEENSLAND CONTINGENTS DESPATCHED TO
THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1901 A6590

Recorded by:
Queensland Defence Force (CA 4424)

Canberra  0.18 metres

These pay sheets were kept by four Queensland contingents in training at Lytton
before leaving for South Africa. They record name, rank and regimental number as
well as amounts paid, and include printed instructions on pay procedures.

Preliminary camp pay sheet of exhibition camp held 1899-1900 A6590, NN
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CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT VOUCHERS OF THE SOUTH AFRICA CONTINGENTS OF THE
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1900-01 A6591

Recorded by:
Queensland Defence Force (CA 4424)

Canberra  0.18 metres
These files record expenditure on and by units, sometimes in the field.
First South Africa contingent voucher 8197, 1900 A6591, 1/8197

Concerns a refund of a £10 advance paid to a private soldier invalided home from
South Africa.

SERVICE ROLLS OF QUEENSLAND CONTINGENTS DESPATCHED TO THE SOUTH
AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1901 A6615

Recorded by:
Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Canberra 0.01 metres
Lists of reinforcements for the 6th Queensland Imperial Bushmen, giving name,

rank, date of birth, height and chest measurements, marital status, former military
service and enlistment date.

Service roll of the 6th Queensland Imperial Bushmen [dispatched on
the Britannic], 1901 A6615, 1

Reinforcements despatched on the Britannic enlisted in August 1901.

Service roll of the 6th Queensland Imperial Bushmen [dispatched on
the Harlech Castle], 1901  A6615, 2

The Harlech Castle reinforcements enlisted in September 1901.
COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PREMIERS CONCERNING RATES OF PAY,

1900 B5160

Recorded by:
Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.01 metres
Copies of correspondence between Australian colonial governments on whether
they should top up the pay being offered by the imperial government to members of

the Imperial Bushmen contingents. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all
Archives offices.

Copies of correspondence between State premiers concerning rates of pay for
fourth contingent to the Boer War, 1900 B5160, whole series

PAYLISTS AND PAY INSTRUCTION ROLLS FOR THE QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE
MEMBERS WHO SERVED IN THE BOER WAR, 1901-02 B5161

Recorded by:
Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.05 metres
Six folders of pay rolls and receipts for members of Queensland draft contingents,

indicating name, rank, regimental number, unit, payee and pay rate. Microfilm copies
of this series are available in all Archives offices.
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Fifth Queensland contingent for service in South Africa. Pay lists 1901
B5161, 1

Original instruction roll of officers and NCOs of the Sixth Imperial Bushmen,
1901 B5161,6

VOLUMES OF SUPPLEMENTS TO THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT GAZETTE RELATING
TO CONTINGENTS FOR SOUTH AFRICA, 1900-03 B5171

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.04 metres

Two volumes recording general military orders governing all Queensland soldiers,
whether training part-time at home or embarking for or returning from active service
abroad, during July—-December 1900 and January—June 1902. Microfilm copies of
this series are available in all Archives offices.

Queensland Land forces general orders 260-660, July—December 1900
B5171,1

Military forces of the Commonwealth, Queensland District orders 1-345,
January—June 1902 B5171, 2

NOMINAL ROLLS OF THE QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE FOR SERVICE IN SOUTH
AFRICA, 1900-03 B5172

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)
Melbourne 0.01 metres
Printed lists of men enrolled for service in the six Queensland contingents, giving

name, regimental number, rank, address and next of kin. Microfilm copies of this
series are available in all Archives offices. Organised as two items:

Copies of nominal rolls of Queensland contingents to South African war, 1901
B5172, folder 1

Copies of nominal rolls of Queensland contingents to South African war, 1901
B5172, folder 2

REGISTER OF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR THE 1ST CONTINGENT QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE, 1899 B5174

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.02 metres

A volume recording medical examinations of recruits and giving name, number,
address, physical description, and whether accepted or rejected. Microfilm copies of
this series are available in all Archives offices.

Register of medical examinations for First Queensland (Mounted Infantry)
Contingent for South Africa (Boer War), 1899 B5174, whole series
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RETURNS OF QUEENSLAND CONTINGENTS WHICH HAVE PROCEEDED TO SOUTH
AFRICA, 1899-1902 B5175

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

A list of Queensland contingent soldiers killed or died giving date, place and cause
of death as well as regimental number, marital status and next of kin, and a list of
dates of departure of contingents and their ships. Microfilm copies of this series are
available in all Archives offices.

Return of Queensland contingents which have proceeded to the Boer War,
1899-1902 B5175, whole series

AGREEMENT FOR TRANSPORT OF QUEENSLAND CONTINGENT TO SOUTH AFRICA, 1899

Recorded by:

PAY SHEETS
FORCE WHO

Recorded by:

B5176

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)
Melbourne 0.01 metres
A detailed document recording the agreement between the Queensland

Government and two shipping companies to convey members of the first contingent
to Cape Town. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices.

Agreement for transport of First Queensland (Mounted Infantry) Contingent to
the Boer War, 1899 B5176, whole series

OF THE 5TH AND 6TH CONTINGENTS FROM THE QUEENSLAND DEFENCE
SERVED IN THE BOER WAR, 1901-02 B5180

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

Fifteen volumes of paysheets recording payments to members of Queensland's fifth
and sixth contingents from September 1901 to May 1902, giving hame, regimental
number, rank, and payable details. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all
Archives offices.

Pay sheets of the Fifth and Sixth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen)
Contingents, 1901-02  B5180, whole series

SERVICE ROLLS OF CONTINGENTS OF THE QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE WHO
SERVED IN THE BOER WAR, 1899-1901 B5199

Recorded by:
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Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.18 metres

Seven volumes recording names of men enlisting for service in Queensland
contingents and pledging an oath to serve the Queen under military discipline.
Records name, rank, age, height, marital status, date of commencement of service,

previous military service, signature of withess and remarks, including any early
discharges. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all Archives offices.

2nd Contingent — Service Rolls, 1900 B5199, volume 3

SAW 4th Queensland Contingent Service Roll, 1900 B5199, volume 5



National Archives

of Australia 3. Raising and supporting the contingents November 2000

SAW 6th Queensland Contingent — Imperial Bushmen — Service Roll, 1901
B5199, volume 7

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1901-03 MP744/1

Recorded by:

Queensland South Africa Contingents Pay Office (CA 4423)

Melbourne 1.44 metres

General correspondence on Queensland contingents to the war, largely relating to
the draft contingents and not confined to pay matters. Some of the 583 files concern
payment of personnel and medical and disciplinary factors affecting their pay; others
concern medals or officers' reports from South Africa.

Thomas Cumner — Request for late soldier's final payment by Susanna
Cumner, 1901 MP744/1, 1515/C

Macleod DJR — enquiry by mother re insurance on deceased son, 1902
MP744/1, 2600/MC

Tannock EJ — enquiry by wife about possibility of payment as she is in
distress, 1902 MP744/1, 3670/DF

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE OFFICE,
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1900-01 MP744/3

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)
Melbourne 0.72 metres
These 417 files contain routine correspondence on Queensland contingents to the

war, primarily the draft contingents. Most concern medical, pay and discharge
matters for individual soldiers.

Nominal roll of Fifth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent for Service in
South Africa, 1901  MP744/3, 1901/6949

REGISTERED PAPERS OF THE OFFICE OF THE PAYMASTER AND ACCOUNTANT,
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1900-01 MP744/5

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.06 metres

The register which controls this series is located in MP744/10 (see below). Some
examples of the files within this series include:

Shaw W —enquiry as to whether he has been discharged, 1901 MP744/5,
B29/2019

Casualty return for the Fourth Queensland (Imperial Bushmen) Contingent
listing appointments, promotions, etc, 1900 MP744/5, B32/934

Request from Station Paymaster, Capetown, that monies be recovered from
Privates McRae and Stibbards, 1901 MP744/5, B32/2017
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LETTER BOOKS OF THE SOUTH AFRICA CONTINGENTS PAY OFFICE, QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE, 1901-03 MP744/8

Recorded by:

Queensland South Africa Contingents Pay Office (CA 4423)

Melbourne 0.18 metres

These four letter books containing copies of correspondence on soldiers' pay are
fragile and difficult to read. The details presented cast light on individual fortunes in
South Africa and the State's reluctance to pay any more than was indisputably
needed.

Correspondence (letter book copies) of the South Africa Contingents Pay
Office, Queensland Defence Force, 1901 MP744/8, volume 1

Correspondence (letter book copies) of the South Africa Contingents Pay
Office, Queensland Defence Force, 1901-02 MP744/8, volume 2

Correspondence (letter book copies) of the South Africa Contingents Pay
Office, Queensland Defence Force, 1902 MP744/8, volume 3

Correspondence (letter book copies) of the South Africa Contingents Pay
Office, Queensland Defence Force, 1902—-03 MP744/8, volume 4

LETTER BOOK COPIES OF STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNT, QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE,

1899-1900
Recorded by:

MP744/9

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.18 metres

These letter book copies of statements of pay of Queensland soldiers are fragile and
difficult to read.

Register of papers of the Office of the Paymaster and Accountant, Queensland
Defence Force relating to contingents to the Boer War, 1901 MP744/10,
whole series

REGISTER OF PAPERS OF THE OFFICE OF THE PAYMASTER AND ACCOUNTANT,
QUEENSLAND DEFENCE FORCE, 1901 MP744/10

Recorded by:
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Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.09 metres

A volume controlling series MP744/5, summarising and recording receipt of inward
correspondence from July to October 1901. An entry on page 77, for example,
records that Lieutenant Wright asked for authority for his wife to draw twelve
shillings and sixpence from his pay.

Register of papers of the Office of the Paymaster and Accountant, Queensland
Defence Force relating to contingents to the Boer War, 1901 MP744/10,
whole series
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1899-1907 MP744/11

Recorded by:

Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 1.8 metres

This correspondence relates to arrangements for the Queensland contingents to
serve in South Africa. Most of these 500 files concern medical and insurance
matters and procedures for raising, despatching, returning and repatriating members
of Queensland's third and fourth bushmen contingents.

This is probably the best series for routine administration of the contingents; nominal
rolls exist for Queensland's first, fourth and fifth contingents. There is some policy
discussion.

Telegram from Police Magistrate Burketown enquiring if half-castes are
acceptable as recruits for Imperial Bushmen's Contingent, 1900
MP744/11, 1900/2878

‘Will you accept half castes' asks Burketown's acting police magistrate, 'one is
offering and is a good man, he is by a white man and aboriginal mother and has
received schooling'.

Request for decision on number of men for Fourth Queensland (Imperial
Bushmen) Contingent, 1899-1907 MP744/11, 1900/3275

Telegram from Secretary of State for War regarding destination of Imperial
Bushmen's Contingent, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/4065

Order to send bushmen not to South Africa but to Biera in Portuguese East Africa,
from where they will travel to join in the defence of Rhodesia.

Request that strong barricade be erected at Pinkemba to keep back crowd on
departure of Third Queensland (Mounted Infantry) Contingent, 1900
MP744/11, 1900/2410

Recommendation that cargo of compressed lucerne of Duke of Portland be
landed as being dangerous, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/2420

Reports of Committee of Inspection appointed to report upon the
arrangements for the accommodation of troops and horses on the Duke of
Portland, 1900 MP744/11, 1900/3020

AMP Society agrees to insure members of Third Queensland (Mounted
Infantry) Contingent, 1899-1907 MP744/11, 1900/2047

Includes note comparing the prices quoted by several insurance firms.
Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Pty Ltd declines to insure members of
the Third Queensland (Mounted Infantry) Contingent, 1899-1907
MP744/11, 1900/2091
Contains company advice that 'this Society does not see its way to enter into any

negotiations for the insurance of the contingent on the ground that it is impossible to
assess the risk either collectively or individually'.
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INDEX TO CORRESPONDENCE 1900-01 AND REGISTER OF SHIPS' DEPARTURES FROM
CAPE TOWN, 1901-02 MP744/12

Recorded by:
Queensland South Africa Contingents Pay Office (CA 4423)

Melbourne 0.09 metres

This single-volume index briefly records correspondence received and the departure
of ships from Cape Town bringing soldiers back to Queensland.

Index to correspondence and register of ships' departures from Cape Town,
South Africa (Boer War) Contingents Pay Office Queensland, 1901-02
MP744/12, whole series

MISCELLANY OF PAPERS RELATING TO THE PARTICIPATION OF QUEENSLAND
DEFENCE FORCE PERSONNEL IN THE BOER WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1900-17
MP744/41

Recorded by:
Queensland Chief Secretary's Office (CA 4422)

Melbourne 0.01 metres

This small, random collection of papers and news cuttings, concerns Queenslanders
in the war. Two relevant files:

Four pages from the Queenslander of 16 March 1901 giving photographs,

names and addresses of the rank and file of the Fifth Queensland (Imperial

Bushmen) Contingent being sent to South Africa for the Boer War
MP744/41, 9

South Australia

ATTESTATION DECLARATIONS FOR THE FIFTH SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT,
IMPERIAL, BOER WAR, 1901 AP613/7

Recorded by:
Staff Office Local Military Forces [South Australia] (CA 7465)

Adelaide 0.09 metres

This series consists of almost 300 attestation papers completed by South Australian
members of the 5th Imperial Bushmen early in 1901. These single foolscap pages
give the soldier's name, regimental number, age, place of birth, height, complexion,

hair, eyes, occupation, religion, rank, date of promotion and name and address of
their next of kin

FLEETWOOD, Charles Rufus, 1901 AP613/7, 255

Charles Fleetwood enlisted in January 1901 and was invalided back to Australia in
November that year.

LUSH, George Amos, 1901 AP613/7, 366
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APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION OF COPYRIGHT OF PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS, WORKS
OF SCULPTURE, ENGRAVINGS AND PHOTOGRAPHS, 1880-1908 D4477

Recorded by:

1880-1904: Patents, Copyrights and Trade Marks Offices, South Australia (CA
6825)
1904-08: Patent, Trade Marks and Designs Sub-office, Adelaide (CA 900)

Adelaide 1.64 metres

Applications for registration of copyright, usually accompanied by the exhibit itself.
Includes some photographs relating to the Boer War.

Photograph of six nurses going to South Africa, plus copyright form
D4477, 425

Photograph of departure of S.A. Contingent, plus copyright form D4477,
415

Drawing and painting of Souvenir of Fourth Contingent, plus copyright form
D4477, 433

Commonwealth administration

LIBRARY MATERIAL, SINGLE ACCESSION NUMBER SERIES WITH DECIMAL
CLASSIFICATION, 1860- Al1194

Recorded by:

1923-39: Department of Defence [II] (Central Administration) (CA 19)
1939-42: Department of Defence Co-ordination, Central Office (CA 37)
1942—: Department of Defence [lll], Central Office (CA 46)

Canberra 40 metres

The three items described below contain the following types of information for the
personnel listed: regimental number, name, rank, age, trade or calling, previous
contingent, married or single, permanent address, next of kin and address and
relationship, religion, date of joining, port of embarkation, ship, date, rate of pay,
date to which paid, allotment of pay in Australia, and net rate of pay in South Africa.

Australian Commonwealth Horse for service in South Africa — Nominal Roll, 15t
and 2" Battalions A1194, 33.31/13683

Australian Commonwealth Horse for service in South Africa— Nominal Roll,
3d and 4t Battalions A1194, 33.31/13684

Australian Commonwealth Horse for service in South Africa — Nominal Roll,
5th gth 7th and 8™ Battalions  A1194, 33.31/13685

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911

A6443
Recorded by:

1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
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correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Second Commonwealth Contingent, formation of: Confidential wires sent to
Military Commandants and their replies, 1902  A6443, 688

Comments by commandants on the raising of the first four battalions and their
confident predictions that it will be easy to find sufficient men for the second four.

PRE-FEDERATION AND COMMONWEALTH RECORDS, 1850-1943 AWM1

Recorded by:

1850-1901: New South Wales Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1272)

1859-83: Victorian Chief Secretary's Office (CA 1329)

1883-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

1921-39: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

1939-42: Australian Military Forces, Headquarters Eastern Command (CA
1876)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 34 metres

An artificial series largely consisting of records relating to New South Wales military
activities from the 1860s to 1914. Three primary subjects containing around 70 files
are relevant. Files with the primary number 3 concern recruiting, training and
administration of New South Wales and Australian Commonwealth Horse
contingents and largely consist of nominal rolls. Files with the primary number 4
concern those contingents on active service and includes many officers' reports.
Files with the primary number 5 concern medals, pensions and gratuities.

There are nominal rolls and other material on the raising of Australian
Commonwealth Horse battalions, including:

Nominal roll, Australian Commonwealth Horse, with riding test records for
enlistment for South Africa, 1902 AWML1, 3/29

Nominal roll, Commonwealth Contingent for South Africa in camp at Royal
Agricultural Show Ground Sydney, Jan—Feb 1902, with index to Camp Orders,
1902 AWML, 3/30

Register of agents acting for members of 1, 2"¢ and 3" Commonwealth
Contingents from Victoria for South Africa, 1902 AWM1, 3/34

RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE CENTRAL REGISTRY, 1900-38

AWM3
Recorded by:
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1900-01: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-21: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)
1921-38: Department of Defence [II] (CA 19)

Australian War Memorial (AWM) 3.25 metres

An artificial series culled from early Commonwealth defence department records
(B168), many relating to the raising, administration and records of the Australian
Commonwealth Horse contingents.

Some nominal rolls, mostly Australian Commonwealth Horse, including:
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Australian Commonwealth Second Contingent: 1) Copies of Pay Certificate; 2)
Embarkation returns; 3) Nominal rolls; 4) Attestation papers of those who
sailed on the Englishmen, 1902 AWM3, 02/979

Request for Nominal Rolls of Battalions of the Australian Commonwealth
Horse for service in South Africa to be forwarded on the day of embarkation,
1902 AWMS3, 02/1231

Report by J Gordon Commandant SAM Forces following the inspection of 'A'’
and 'B' Squadrons 8" Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse, 1902
AWM3, 02/1244

Correspondence dealing with the amount of allowances (overtime) to officers,
NCOs and men employed in camp in connection with dispatch of
Commonwealth Contingents, South Australia, 1902-03  AWM3, 02/1775

Nominal Rolls. Officers, NCOs and men of 'E' Squadron, 2nd Battalion and 'D’
Squadron, 8™ Battalion, Australian Commonwealth Horse, 1902  AWMS3,
02/2555

BOER WAR DOSSIERS, LEXICOGRAPHICAL SERIES, 1901-1902 B4418

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 3.84 metres

The 5 000 dossiers in this series largely comprise attestation papers, often for
members of the Australian Commonwealth Horse. Attestation papers give name,
place of birth, nationality, age, occupation, marital status, next of kin, address,
religion, previous military service in South Africa, and occasionally medical fitness.
Other papers found on some dossiers include medical reports and recent
correspondence with the Central Army Records Office and its successor, the Soldier
Career Management Agency.

Connors, Francis (Regimental No. 1812) joined 13.2.1902 — Boer War Dossier,
1902 B4418, CONNORSF

Connors' attestation paper shows him to have been a married blacksmith from
Morpeth of the Catholic faith who had fought in South Africa during 1900 with the
New South Wales Citizen's Bushmen Contingent.

Morant, Harry Harbord [regimental number 37], 1901-78 B4418, MORANT
HN

This file consists of three press clippings on Ken Ross's 1978 play 'The Breaker'. It
does not contain any service documents.

Ricardo, P R joined 15.1.1901 — Boer War Dossier, 1901-02 B4418,
RICARDO PR

A photocopy of Ricardo's discharge certificate with advice that 'Cancellation of
appointment in the contingent to be submitted separately'.

Toll, F W joined 20.12.1900 — Boer War Dossier, 1900-02 B4418, TOLL FW

A Queensland Defence Force form summarises Toll's medical state and pay status.
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MILITARY FORCES of THE GGMMDNWE&_LTH.‘ ;

HEAD-QUARTERS,

Mo

MEMORANDOK.'

Secretary of Defence.

loo= In wiew of being called on to reize Four additionzl Batisl-
fony: of Mounted Troops lor secyice in Sonth Africa I eecommend bhab;
the fone Betbplions whioh beve besn raised and organised by the
Componweaith,  togetner with those in prospeot,. shall be shyled. the

»

<« Tanztralizn Commonveslth Horse.™

In $he event of the propozed pomenciature bedng approved I recon-
mend that a cable be gent to the Coomander-in-Chiet io Seuth Africa
o that eftect.

#. + I propese hereatter bhat the whole ot the h‘!‘iunbau Troops of
Australia shall be Ballediiﬂusbralian Light Horse”s and that, the
existing Begiments shall be numbered sonssentively in accordanoe
nith the lepgth of tioe thet they heve been organiszedl: Ezoh Reginent
should in addition to its Cemmonwealth noszber be permitted te eetpin

its. pregent designetien io parenbtbesis.. Tois systen is. gcomooo io

the Imperial Army and in mpst Coropean Armies.

e & ow
Kajor 3eneral,
Commanding the HMilitary Ferces
ot the Commonmealth.

This letter from Major General Hutton suggests the origin of the name ‘Australian Light Horse'.
NAA: A6443, 281
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NOMINAL ROLLS OF AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH HORSE BATTALIONS FOR SERVICE
IN SOUTH AFRICA, 1902 B5207

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.04 metres

Nominal rolls of nearly all squadrons of the eight Australian Commonwealth Horse
battalions, giving regimental number, full name, rank, age, occupation, previous
contingent service, permanent address, name and address of next of kin, religion,
date of enlistment, and pay details. Microfilm copies of this series are available in all
Archives offices.

Nominal roll — 15t and 2"d Battalions — all States B5207, 2

3'd & 4t Battalion Commonwealth Troops — Nominal Rolls — all States
B5207, 4

REGISTERS OF INWARD CORRESPONDENCE RE SOUTH AFRICAN CONTINGENTS, 1901-

04
Recorded by:

MP372/8

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.36 metres

Two registers describing inward correspondence to Commonwealth Military
Headquarters received from December 1901 to March 1902 (volume 1) and March
1902 to January 1904 (volume 2) concerning the Australian Commonwealth Horse.
Correspondence is listed and numbered in order of receipt and generously
summarised, but file destinations for correspondence are not given. Most
correspondence seems to have concerned officer selection, equipment, pay and
casualties. Entries from December 1901 to late 1902 are indexed by MP372/22 (see
below).

Registers of inward correspondence regarding South African contingents,
1901-04 MP372/8, whole series

SUBJECT INDEX TO REGISTER OF INWARD CORRESPONDENCE RE SOUTH AFRICAN
CONTINGENTS, 1901-02 MP372/22

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.36 metres

A partial index to the registers of inward correspondence on the Australian
Commonwealth Horse, series MP372/8 (see above). Entries are divided by
alphabetical categories and then by contingent. Alphabetical categories include
appointments, attestation papers, allotment of pay, command, casualties, discharge,
enrolment, field hospital and bearer company, General Officer Commanding, horses,
Minister of Defence, nurses, and pay.

Subject index to register of inward correspondence regarding South African
contingents, 1901-02 MP372/22, whole series
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LETTER PRESS COPY BOOK, 1901-02 MP744/60

Recorded by:

Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.06 metres

This fragile and difficult to read volume holds copies of letters sent by the
Commonwealth Department of Defence on the Australian Commonwealth Horse
from late 1901 to October 1903. Pages 68-71 record 'Instructions to military
commandants' that the Australian Commonwealth Horse would 'be raised
proportionally in all states' from 'good shots and good horsemen’, preferably
unmarried. Pages 126—7 warn that 'any promotion made in South Africa does not
entitle holder to any rank on return above rank he held in the Commonwealth Forces
at time of departure except in cases of promotion for distinguished service'.

Letter book of Robert Collins, Secretary of Department of Defence, 1901-02
MP744/60, whole series

NOMINAL ROLLS OF AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH HORSE EMBARKED FOR THE
SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, CHRONOLOGICAL SERIES, 1902 P2443

Recorded by:

Commonwealth Military Forces, District Headquarters, Tasmania (CA 1571)
Hobart 0.02 metres

Printed rolls of members of the first four battalions and the eighth battalion of the
Australian Commonwealth Horse. Originally held by Tasmanian military historian E
M Dollery, they give regimental number, full name, rank, age, occupation, previous
contingent service, permanent address, next of kin and address, religion, date of
enlistment, pay details and, sometimes, remarks. Organised as three items:

Nominal Roll for 15t and 2" Battalions, 1902, Australian Commonwealth Horse
for Service in South Africa P2433, 1st and 2nd Battalions

Nominal Roll for 3@ and 4" Battalions, 1902, Australian Commonwealth Horse
for Service in South Africa P2433, 3rd and 4th Battalions

Nominal Roll for 8" Battalion, 1902, Australian Commonwealth Horse for
Service in South Africa P2433, 8th Battalion

Other records

SUBJECT BUNDLES OF GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE FILES RELATING TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENTS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR, 1899-1911

A6443
Recorded by:
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1899-1901: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901-11: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Canberra 3.54 metres

Nearly 700 subject bundles on the war, mostly thin, separated from the late Victorian
(B3756) and early Commonwealth (B168) defence departments' general
correspondence. Most concern the raising and administration of early Victorian draft
contingents and Australian Commonwealth Horse contingents, the appointment of
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officers, the return of invalid soldiers from the war, pay, gratuities, compensation and
medals to be awarded. There are some officers' reports from the front.

Formation of Western Australian contingents, 1901 A6443, 313

Clippings from the Government Gazette on the formation, pay and service
conditions of the colony's contingents.

CORRESPONDENCE AND PRINTED MATTER ARRANGED ACCORDING TO SUBJECT
('SPECIAL PORTFOLIQO"), 1888-1936 A6661

Recorded by:

1900-28: Governor-General (CA 1)

Canberra 10.26 metres

Around 200 items in this large series of correspondence between London and the
Governor-General of Australia are relevant. Most are transcriptions of cables from
the Secretary of State for Colonies in London and Kitchener in South Africa during
the war's final stages, often concerning the return of Australians from South Africa.
Tullibardine's Scottish Horse, 1900-01 A6661, 580

Telegrams on the raising of some of the unit in Australia.

APPLICATIONS FOR ENROLMENT IN THE MARQUIS OF TULLIBARDINE'S SCOTTISH

HORSE, 1901

Recorded by:

A6394

Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)

Canberra 0.36 metres

Five boxes of applications to serve in the second regiment of the Marquis of
Tullibardine's 2nd Scottish Horse, a non-Australian unit partly recruited in Victoria
among men who could make some claim to Scottish descent and, often, who were
rejected for service in the draft contingent being raised at the time. The boxes hold
signed pledges to accept imperial discipline and make no claims on the Victorian
Government. Marital status is the only personal information recorded on the
applications. The boxes are organised alphabetically.

NOMINAL ROLL OF BETHUNE'S MOUNTED INFANTRY FOR SERVICE IN THE BOER WAR,

1899-1901
Recorded by:

B5203

1899-1900: Victorian Department of Defence (CA 1340)
1901: Department of Defence [I] (CA 6)

Melbourne 0.01 metres
Printed nominal roll for a unit raised in South Africa in which many Australians
served, giving name, rank, home address, date of appointment, promotion, death.

No annotation suggests how and why the roll came to Australia. Microfilm copies of
this series are available in all Archives offices.

Nominal roll of Bethune's Mounted Infantry, Boer