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The Man Behind the Throne

SOURCE: National Archives of Australia
(1961). Personalities - Mr B A Santamaria, BA, President
of the National Civic Council. [Image] A1200. Canberra.

B.A Santamaria was a powerful man in the true sense of the word. Love or
loathe him, his influence on the political and religious landscape of post-war
Australia shouldn’t be underestimated. With a career spanning 58 years, his
influence still can be felt today.



“Mr Santamaria did not sit in an Australia parliament. He had no need for one.” Geoffrey
Blainey,a historian, in his book *“ A Short History of Australia. “

This quotation embodies Bartholomew Augustine (B.A) Santamaria’s pervading power as a
political influencer, activist, broadcaster and journalist in 20" Century Australia. Born in
August 1915, B.A Santamaria wielded astonishing political influence over a succession of
Australian Prime Ministers and senior cabinet ministers despite never being elected to
Parliament. A fervent Roman Catholic, at the tender age of 20 years, B.A. co-founded The
Catholic Worker newspaper, a publication vehemently opposed to both communism and
capitalism. *As founding editor, he wrote most of the early editions. Within five years, B.A
founded The Catholic Social Studies Movement (‘The Movement’), a group which recruited
Catholic activists to infiltrate Australia’s trade unions in a bid to stem the increasing influence
of Communist ideology within the Trade Union Movement and Australian Labour Party (ALP).
The sway this ‘large, secret and largely Catholic organisation” held throughout 1940’s and
1950’s Australia, essentially extinguished communist influence within the Trade Union
Movement and ALP, eventually culminating in a split in the Labour Party with the formation
of the Democratic Labour Party (DLP). Santamaria’s articles in popular broadsheet, The
Australian, and current affairs magazine, News Weekly, were often cited by politicians. As a
broadcaster, he utilised his show “Point of View” to unashamedly promote his personal
viewpoint each night for 28 years. B. A.’s influence endures today amongst conservative

politicians like Former Prime Minister, Tony Abbott.

Bartholomew Augustine Santamaria was born in Melbourne on 14 August 1915, the first child
of Joseph and Maria Santamaria.? His parents, Giuseppe and Maria, migrated from the
Aeolian Islands (Sicily), married in 1914, and opened a fruit shop in Sydney Road, Brunswick,
where B.A. often worked. He studied at the University of Melbourne, completing a BA
Honours Degree in History and Political Science in 1934.3 At university, Santamaria joined
‘The Campion’, a group of graduates and students who gathered to “discuss Catholic

Teachings on problems that affected them to better inform themselves and to keep in touch

1 Blainey, G. (2003). A shorter history of Australia.
2 Henderson, G. (2015). Santamaria: A most unusual man. 2nd ed
8 Bob Santamaria Documentary. (2015). [DVD] Directed by H. Fitzsimmons. Lateline.



with advanced Catholic thought.”* As a young Campion, in 1936, B.A. became founding editor
of its magazine, The Catholic Worker. When Australia’s Catholic Bishops established the
Australia National Secretariat of Catholic Action (ANSCA) in 1937, fellow Campion, Frank
Maher, was appointed director and Santamaria his assistant. Under the aegis of Catholic
Action, they formed several constituent bodies, including: The National Catholic Rural
Movement; The Young Christian Workers; The National Catholic Girls’ Movement, and The

League of St Thomas More.

Through Catholic Action, B.A. influenced Australian Catholics en-masse, reminding them of
their obligations to the Catholic Church through “special articles in the Catholic press.” >The
Justice Now Article he authored in 1941, dealt with social problems such as housing, “housing
plans which would consider masses of flats as suitable homes for workers’ are “an abomination”
and increases in the “family wage”. Santamaria’s social statements gained traction with
politicians like Federal Labour MP for Melbourne, Arthur Calwell. SOURCE 1 Labour
opposition leader, John Curtin, wrote to Santamaria on 25 May 1941 that the principles set out
in his statements provided “an excellent basis for discussion for a better social order... and can
be seen to be referred to by myself in policy speeches.” Santamaria’s social statements
catapulted him into a position of power within the Catholic Church.® Indeed, 10 of the 12 Social
Statements released by the church between 1941 and 1953 were drafted by Santamaria.
Consequently, Santamaria was effectively writing statements for the Catholic hierarchy on
political and social issues. His influence was so great that Gerard Henderson, author of
“Santamaria: A Most Unusual Man” believed “it was difficult to disentangle Santamaria’s
views from those of Catholic Hierarchy during the 1940s and 1950s.” Henderson believed that
no other member of the laity in Australia, man or woman, had ever enjoyed such access to the
Catholic Church. ’

Santamaria exercised most power however, and is best known, as creator of The Movement.

Formed in 1941 as a loose Melbourne network, The Movement aimed to quash Communist

4 State Library of Victoria (1967). BA Santamaria , Campion and Catholic Action. [Letters , documents and speeches] 2.
Victoria.

5 Moran, B. (1998). B. A. Santamaria (1915-1998). Policy, Organisation and Society, 15(1), pp.186-191.

6 State Library of Victoria (1967). BA Santamaria , Campion and Catholic Action. [Letters , documents and speeches] 2.
Victoria.
" Henderson, G. (2015). Santamaria: A most unusual man. 2nd ed



influence within the Australian Trade Union movement. In a speech in 1943, Santamaria
renounced Communism as “A menace to religion and liberty that must be fought.” He
considered that “practically all the prominent unions were in the hands of the communist
party... with 250,000 Australian workers at the absolute disposal of the communist party.”
SOURCE 2 The Movement became a powerful force within the union movement as a struggle
played out between communist influencers and “Industrial Groups” which were linked with
the Catholic movement. In a 1971 Issue of Australia Quarterly, it said “The Movement
provided the indispensable logistic support” that made it possible for the anti-communist
Industrial Groups leaders “to fight Federal Union Elections”.® Another article from October
1954, names Santamaria as the “brain that has built up as powerful a political machine as
Australia has seen”. Through the fierce “individual” (i.e. B.A. Santamaria) it has reached the
ears of some of the most powerful men in Australia.” SOURCE 3 Santamaria’s innate ability
to organise and lead boosted membership of The Movement to 6000 by 1950. Santamaria was

the general marshalling his foot soldiers.

The power of this secret organisation permeated the Catholic Church, Federal Politics and even
the Australia Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO). By running The Movement,
Santamaria was essentially running Catholic Action. As liaison officer of The Movement, B.A.
was required to report to the inaugural Episcopal Committee of Catholic Social Studies
Movement. In fact, it never met. As liaison officer, Santamaria was solely responsible for its
relationship with the hierarchy. But, in Daniel Mannix: The Quality of Leadership, Santamaria
maintained that the Melbourne Archbishop was never concerned and “left it entirely to the
initiative of those who were actively engaged in affairs to determine how and when they would
consult him.” *Doubtless, in the late 1940s and 1950s Santamaria was controlling both Catholic
Action and The Movement. Moreover, he, and usually he alone, reported to Archbishop Mannix,
initially weekly, then bi-weekly and on an occasion, three times a week, underscoring their

close friendship. *°

Between 1946 and 1954, Santamaria widened The Movement’s mandate to pursue Communism

“wherever it appeared”, promoting expansion of the group’s activities both within the ALP and

8 Mount, F. (2012). Wrestling with Asia. Ballan, Vic.: Connor Court Pub.
9 Santamaria, B. (1989). Daniel Mannix, the quality of leadership. Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press.
10 Morgan, P. (2008). Running The Show. 4th ed. Victoria, pp.12-78.



further afield in Asia. Memorandum on the Movement around 1949 sites one of its aims as
extending “the fight from the trade unions into every organ of public and civic life- political
parties..” In a private letter to Archbishop Mannix in 1952, Santamaria suggests that now “ the
possibilities of the Catholic Social Studies Movement are far wider than those of the battle
against communism... within a period be able to completely transform the leadership of the
Labour movement, and to introduce into Federal and State spheres... Christian Social

Programmes.” 1! The extent of Santamaria’s influence is clear.

Additionally, The Movement also assisted ASIO by providing information on Communist
influences within the trade union movement. Australia’s National Archives contain documents
outlining communications between The Movement (referred to as Catholic Action) and ASIO.
Correspondence between a Senior officer and another person asking them to “infiltrate the
Communist Party” and evidence of a Catholic Action representative being visited by ASIO in
1949 with a request to supply information to ASIO are compelling evidence of a link.
SOURCE 4 Indeed, ASIO reports paying “a sum of money at regular intervals.” SOURCE 5

Santamaria and The Movement’s power seemed to grow exponentially.

However, Santamaria’s power had significant repercussions for the ALP culminating in
Federal Leader, H.V Evatt, denouncing The Movement’s activities suggesting that it “has no
right to subvert the Labour Party in order to dedicate it solely or primarily to anti-Communist
activities.” SOURCE 6 The resulting backlash lead to a split in the ALP. Those expelled from
the ALP formed a new party, The Democratic Labour Party (DLP), dedicated to opposing
Communism and the Labour Party. The Labor Party was relegated to federal opposition for 23
years thereafter. In 1957 the Vatican, after receiving a delegation from the Sydney bishops,
instructed The Movement that the " ... Catholic Social Movement was to be reconstructed as an
organisation confining itself to spiritual and moral formation. It would be subject to the

bishops ...."*2

After the Labour Party Split, Santamaria was catapulted into the limelight. He forged close
relations with many senior politicians including former Prime Minister, William McMahon. As

Minister for Foreign Affairs, at the time (McMahon), wrote a letter (1971) telling Santamaria

11 state Library of Victoria (1978). BA Santamaria and Danniel Mannix. [Letters and Documents] 11. Victoria
12 Morgan, P. (2008). Running The Show. 4th ed. Victoria, pp.12-78.
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of important matters and “thanking (him) for Point of View, which (he) subscribed to.” He
was “glad (BAS) let him have it because he has photocopied and sent it to the members of
the Defence and Foreign Affairs Committee, who were delighted with it.” SOURCE 7 This
highlights Santamaria’s popularity and influence within Australian Government. In Wrestling
Australia by Frank Mount, he wrote that “There were times when | carried messages and
material between Santamaria and McMahon... There was one extraordinary interaction in
March 1972 in which the Prime Minister came with a thick black satchel in his hand walked
up and handed it to Bob (Santamaria). It turned out that this consisted of classified

intelligence documents on the Vietnam War.”*3

B.A. also influenced Gough Whitlam’s dismissal. Three months before, Santamaria sent the
Liberal Opposition Leader a draft parliamentary speech. In the document, Santamaria
suggested that, if by March 1976 “inflation is still well into double figures, if unemployment
is still at its present parlous level... it is their duty to resign in favour of the Opposition.”
Malcolm Fraser used many of the arguments from the draft speech in his addresses to
Parliament after announcing he would block the appropriation bills in the Senate. Nonetheless,
Malcolm Fraser even told The Western Australian in 2007 that he “often sought Santamaria’s

counsel which he respected and that he (Santamaria) often sent him advice.”

National Archives are peppered with examples of correspondence between Malcolm Fraser
and Santamaria on Defence and related matters including Fraser sending him lists of people on
the UNESCO Committee. In a Point of View telecast in 1963, Santamaria demanded “federal
government take over the entire British Indian Ocean fleet of combat due to growing Russian
naval presence off the nation’s west coast.”!* This statement was repeated in multiple
newspapers including in Britain. Malcolm Fraser sent B.A. a letter with documents exploring
the implications of his proposal in relation to manpower and resources required. Although
ultimately regarded as not “viable” these documents are testament to the power and influence
of B.A Santamaria. SOURCE 8

13 Mount, F. (2012). Wrestling with Asia. Ballan, Vic.: Connor Court Pub.

14 National Archives of Australia (1971). SANTAMARIA, Bartholomew Augustine (B A) [political activist and
journalist]. [PAPER FILES AND DOCUMENTS] NAA, M1129. Canberra



As a broadcaster, the influence of B.A.’s weekly Point of View show, which ran for almost
twenty-eight years, should not be overlooked. This gave him a platform to present his views to
a wide audience. Sam Lipski in an interview said that Santamaria could, “look at the camera
with that piercing look and memorise what he wanted to say and say it in such flowing terms

for close to ten minutes. I constantly though what a feat.” 1

Ultimately, B.A. Santamaria was a master puppeteer. His power penetrated all aspects of
society; political, religious, social and economic. His influence endures today through those he
mentored like former Prime Minister, Tony Abbott. Like Tony Abbott, Bartholomew
Augustine Santamaria was, and will likely remain, a controversial figure in Australia history.
Controversy aside, however, B.A Santamaria’s influence and power are unprecedented. As
Tony Abbott said in 2007, “He had more political influence than most senior ministers, yet
never held any public office.” *8Surprisingly, he saw himself as a “peasant born in working-
class Brunswick." B.A. Santamaria’s state funeral was attended by a Cardinal, 12 Bishops,
Prime Minister, John Howard, former Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, the Victorian Premier,
and 2000 mourners; quite a turnout for a greengrocer’s son!*’ In 2015, on the one-hundredth
anniversary of his birth, B.A. Santamaria was memorialised as a media legend. Deserved

recognition for one extremely powerful human being.

15 Lipski, 5. (2019). Interview.
16 Speech of B.A Santamaria ( 2007) (Speech) Tony Abbot in Victoria
17 Mcilroy, T. (2019). Interview with B.A Santamaria's Grandson.






Sources:

Source 1 : Newspaper Article from Advocate (Melbourne, Vic. :
1868 - 1954), Thursday 8 May 1941, page 5 8

..Social Justice For a Disordered World..
Nation-Wide Observance on

Sunday Last

Social Justice Sundoy wos observed in Catholic churches
throughout the Commonwealth on Sundoy lost. In churches
throughout the Melbourne Archdiocese and other dioceses,
attention was drawn to the need for the Christian reconstruc-
tion of the social order, and to the important Statement on
Social Justice in the new pomphlet formally approved by the
Episcopal Committee on Catholic Action—a pamphlet thot
wos availoble at all churches.

glive practical effect to Socii be prepared to act He appealed to
Justice a meeting was held ithe people to come together In the
Manresa Hall, Hawthorn, oeffort to apply in a practical way the
Sunday afterncon last. Th Church's teaching. I the meeting
and enthusiastic audience lis was to be a milestone in the history of
the addresses with rapt atten Hawthon, it would depend on the real
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E
|
:
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promote the principl of Soci volutionise soclety in a day. The
league gave us an opportunity of
C. Murphy presided, and amon doing something. If encouraging sup-

ppiness
or social revolution? That day might
a real thing in the community. If we be a milestone In the history of the

18 Advocate (1941). Social Justice for a Disordered World. [online] p.5. Available at:
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/172191655?searchTerm=Justice%20Now%20b.a%20santamaria&searchLimits
=exactPhrase| | |anyWords| | |notWords| | | requestHandler| | | dateFrom=1941-05-01| | | dateTo=1942-01-01] | | sortby
[Accessed 30 Aug. 2019].



Page 2

would come whether we liked it
or not. Would it mean that our liberty
be preserved, or that

tively as the sword. What freedom
could there be in society that did not
guarantee a family wage to the

minority, owning means; the other, the
vast majority, controlling nothing and
depending on their masters whether
they lived or died? Catholic Social
Justice was a work of national impor-
tance

It was only by guaranteeing the
vast majority of Australian people
cconomic sotial liberty that we would

in this country. A clear declaration
was given of the reforms that were
necessary if the new order was to be
on Christian lines: the Statement was
a clear and definite programme that
Australia badly needed. The family
wage was the first plank in the plat-
form; the basic wage fixed an un-
just standard. It was our duty to
secure recogniticn of the principle of

. the family wage and to ensure every

man owning his own home., Owner-
ship of the family home was the basis
of a family's security.

A decentralising policy was needed
if the country was not to be bled white.
Industries should be established in the
country, and the workers entitled not
only to their own homes but to a small
acreage, on which they could produce
food for their families and thereby
become completely independent. The
Bishops' programme should be trans-
lated into action.

Christian Reconstruction

Catholics should not keep their
Faith to themselves, but should seeck
to give it to others. The Catholic
farmers of Australia had organised a
National Rural Movement. They began
a year ago, and Catholics and others
were now realising that the movement
was the only real force fighting for the
salvation of rural life. We must do
for the cities what the farmers were
doing for the land. The movement was
above and beyond party politics; the
Pope forbade an Apostolic body en-

serfous; in Mexico and Spain it led
to persecution and death.

10



SOURCE 2: Newspaper article from Advocate (Melbourne, Vic. :

1868 - 1954), Thursday 17 June 1943, page 1 of 3 1°

Communists’ Grip on Unions

Mr. B. A. Santamaria Addresses
Holy Name Men at
Middle Park

look to elections to
gain power. They

Under the principle of compul-
sory unionism, if a man wantec

“COMMUNIS'IS did nol unionists checking the move.

regarded  parliament
and democracy as a farce, and
used elections simply as a means
of propaganda.”

This was empaasised by Mr.
B. A. Santamaria, BA., LLB,
speaking to over 400 members of
the Holy Name Socicty, Middle
Park, at the annual Communion
breakfast on Sunday last.

Where Communists hoped to
win, said Mr, Santamaria, was in
the industrial movement and in
trade unions. In that field they
had gained conspicuous success
in the last twenty years. Prac-
tically all the prominent unions
were in the hands of the Com-
munist Party, and that gave them
an immense influence over
policies of unionists. They could
realise the ext.nt of their grip
when he mentiorrad that 250,000
Australian workers were at the
absolute disposal of the Com-
munist Party, whose fixed policy
was to dest-oy the system of Ca-
tholic education and Catholic
Action.

COMMUNIST LEADER SAID

A Victorian leader of Com-
munism said that the Holy Name
Society was an armed force,
Certainly Communists would
ceize every chance to dissolve
Catholic  Action and Catholic
cducation. If th: unions sup-
ported drastic action there would
be little chance of Catholic
unionists chcckmg ()‘\e move

a job he had to remain in the
union. The ffect of this would
be that Catholic unionists would
be faced with the alternative of
supporting the general policy or
getting out of the union and be-
ing crushed by the industrial
movement. Bigots or sectarians
niver had such a concentration
of power as union leaders had
to-day Communism was a
menace to religion and to liberty,
and it must be fought. Tf they
studied the history of Europe
after the last war they would
find the same cevclopment there
as there was in Australia to-day,
They faced a perilous position
and were liable to be crushed
between the hammer of Com-
munism and the anvil of Nazism.
Communism commanded ample
financial resources, and its mem-
bers were ready to sacrifice
themselves for the cause.

HOSTILITY AGAINST CHURCH

Many Catholics seemed un-
aware of the terrible hostility
against the Church, but it ex-
isted and was ever pressing
forward.  Australian Catholics
were inclined to be easy going,
and to take things for granted,
particularly happenings in the
rest of the world. The inclina-
tion not to think seriously less-
ened the apprehensions of the
Catholic people. Here or else-
where they were not getting a
fair dcal. This had long passed
in Europe, and in Australia the

19 Advocate (1943). Communists' Grip on Unions. [online] p.4. Available at:

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/172207147?searchTerm=B.A%20Santamaria%20power&searchLimits=exactPh

rase%7C%7C%7CanyWords%7C%7C%7CnotWords%7C%7C%7CrequestHandler%7C%7C%7CdateFrom=1940-01-
01%7C%7C%7CdateTo=1957-12-31%7C%7C%7Csortby# [Accessed 30 Aug. 2019].
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SOURCE 3:Newspaper article from Examiner (Launceston,
Tas. : 1900 - 1954), Wednesday 20 October 1954, page 1 of 2 %°

CATHOLIC ACTION AND POLITKCS....

Santamaria - power hehing

‘The Movement’

A FORMER Governor-General, newly returned from
an Albury rural conference, whispers confidentially into a
telephone, “They frightened me, old friend. All they want
for a rural policy is a sheep, a goat, three acres—and a

2 »
migrant
| ¢) v a Sydocey ferry ' mmly ll'
reed Hdressod M e a—
I angrily pretends not Lk 'I‘Ilh\r. scatlervd (ncident
[ know a well-dressed friend {ramatic in themselves
whose alarm aind  pilying bt seemingly self-cor
concern for his unkempt tatned. are from the alr

. . Lang
Bppearan xl) Is -.',.Iln.- m\: Iy unkpown, secrotive world
| obvious Ays Iater, at & o0 axists  bohind  thy

ane weting 8 X
chance meeting, the seedy brassy, gleaming facad

man, back to his mormal, o 8 U politl
\ dapper spruceness  ex To enter the dimly-lit
f plaing 1 couldn’t recoy- world that produces such

nise you 1 was following incidents requires an wof
the man alongside you 1 fort
was doing a oo the ¥ n‘r It 5 D ;
Movement, you know" stod A byt

In Sydney, a Prince of gecade and also
the Church leans back personalitios, inclu

Uredly in his chalr while Jiyidualy whose names ar
across from him & gother- yirtuall inkn Lhe
Ing of former ALP. In- public but who exereis
dustria) Groupers (among power far exceeding that
whose. numbers, it Is con- o1 men with  household
(vdwi,. may be a Commu nat that are freguently
nist “plant”) charges that 4 the headlines

in » crusade agninst Com Probably the key person
munien the crusaders have ,iity s Bartholomn A

taken over the dark, evil gusline Michael & tamaria
methods of Communism 19 years of age, a Hrst gen-
with single Individua!ls  eration Australian, & law

members of up Lo six unions ¢er who describes himsel!
and campalgns of personal as a secretary, brilliant
vilifleation, often of uncer restiessly enerpgetic, possess
lain  Justifcation, waked ed of an influence that
ruthlessly against victims reaches deeply Into every

Australian politieal party,

Bimly lit ® family man. an anti-Com-

20 Advocate (1943). Communists' Grip on Unions. [online] p.4. Available at:
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/172207147?searchTerm=B.A%20Santamaria%20power&searchLimits=exactPh
rase%7C%7C%7CanyWords%7C%7C%7CnotWords%7C%7C%7CrequestHandler%7C%7C%7CdateFrom=1940-01-
01%7C%7C%7CdateTo=1957-12-31%7C%7C%7Csortby# [Accessed 30 Aug. 2019].
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| famity man, an anu-Com-
munist zealot, and the lay
member of Catholic Action,

The brain

I“OR, rightly or wrangly,
Santamaria shorld

BY
ALAN REDD

A leading Canberra
journalist

squatly  rotund, fAuently
jovial i= believed to be the
brain that bas bullt up as
powerful a political mach-
ine as Australia has sen—
“The Movement” a politi-
cal force Wnal exists, un-
known o ne tnousands
wheg belong w0 Iy wilan
Cawnolic Action, which it-
sell iy non-political and de~
voled o matiers spuituel,
not material.

Through *“The Move-
ment"—more particularly
through the few indivi-
duals whe have given to

SOURCE 3:Newspaper article from Examiner (Launceston,
Tas. : 1900 - 1954), Wednesday 20 October 1954, page 2 of 2

mence to ensure that per-
sons whose anti-Communist
fervour was even midly
dubloug would never again
occupy strategic positions.
® A massive anti-Commu-
nist intelligence service,
which fulfills the dictum of
Speaker Archie Cameron, a
one-time military intelli-
gence officer that “the only
worthwhile secret service
agent is the volunteer, not
the trainee” has been bullt
up.
@ !n both NS.W. and Vie-
toria, Cabinet Ministers,
openly or covertly hostile
to * Movement” have
lost their political heads
Other personalities have
been ecarmarked for elimi-
nation from the public life
of the nation.

To understand how this
power was amassed and to
follow It through devious
channels down w the
present day, it s neces-
sary to go back to the
immediate post-war years

when  goodwill for Rus

it fierce, quest: 9
devotion and who have
reached the cary of some
of the most powerful men
in Australis—many things
have happened,
@ Communist power within
the trade union move-
ment has been largely
broken
® An entre Comon-
wealth department has
been adoitly reshuffled, cer-
tain N eliminated, and
contro) over personnel
vested for a changeover
period at least in persons
who, if not of “The Move-
ment,” were at least suffi-
ciently sympathetic with
its anti-Communist vehe-
mence to ensure that per-

sia still lingered
App
DROSPECT of the Comv
munists further consot

dating their power appallec
two groups, onc almogt ex-
clusive'y Cathoiie, the other
mixed

The Romyn Catholies
were in the huppier  posk.
tlon. At no  stag wWOre
their fevhings confused a
fur as Communism  wa
conecerned

Emotions elscwhere were
cenfused.  In probably ong
of the mast epic feats of
recorded  history, Russia,
flatly, i the teeth of evi-
dence that it was.as mono-
lithic and nnical In
structure as Nazl Germany,
had performed the miracle
of persusding radicals that
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SOURCE 4 : Declassified ASIO File pg 20 %

1. On the 5th Pebruary, 1954, contact was
nda with the abovenamed n& after conversation
f-rm ng other mtters ‘Muua along the
lowing 1lines, in words to this effect, took
plaoo regarding the possibility of Mnutu
agents from contacts used by GEP

Self. I want to talk to yeu further about a
2::“““;: ’xo“hndr he otl‘-' wook about
os y of some of your
be ”m an Muh. rm
trate the Communist Party. ‘e

nuu me“ it '.y ‘much u'dvn
. 'ﬁl

nuu . ~one of
;:;t: :;‘nm be a -tt' for 4!.
anad wo n m
his unu! uv:ra If you
us with the identities mm.
wo would a ch them ourselves,
without reference to our source of

infermatioen ut them, and request them
to consider wutnuu t he Communist
Party for us. This would Muuy

leave your erganientien out of it, ir

you prefer it that way, which I think {ou
do. If any person approached felt tha
his conscience would noet allow him to aot
A8 an agent for us, or he received advice
not te do so from a spiritual adviser,
then we would forget the person's identity
and not pursue the matter further.

2 National Archives of Australia (1948). Catholic Action. [PAPER FILES AND DOCUMENTS] A6122. Canberra.



SOURCE 5: Declassified ASIO File pg 82

S. When ASIO was formed there was some
contact with Catholio Action by a mumber of ASIO
members, who asted independently and on their own
initiative. lLater on, contast was developed in
the way of an organised liaisomn, There is no
written record of how the liaisen was organized,
but ome Catholie Action representative, who was
acting as a Liaison Officer in January, 1952,
informed me that Mr. Wake visited the premises of
Catholio Astion in 1949 and arranged with that
Organization for an Officer of Catholio Aotion to
liaise with him in the supply of Catholic Aetion
information to ABIO, It is waderstood that
Catholie Aetion appointed Mr. as the
person %o combaot Mr, Wake, .
arranged with the Ca ¢ Action authorities for

ASIO to m“c oun of momey at regular
intervals, time that was aoting
in the eapacity of Agent Master, contaoted

hin for a considerable period. supplied
reports under the cover mame of

22 National Archives of Australia (1948). Catholic Action. [PAPER FILES AND DOCUMENTS] A6122. Canberra.
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SOURCE 6:Newspaper at Queensland Times (Ipswich, Qld. :
1909 - 1954), Wednesday 1 December 1954, page 1%

Dr. Evatt Warns Federal Executive

“THE MOVE MENT" IS A
DANGER TO LABOUR PARTY
AKIN TO FASCISM”

MELBOURNE, Nov. 30. — A secretly controlled group known as
“ the movement,” was presenting the Australian Labour Party
with a danger perilously akin to Fascism, the Opposition Leader
(Dr. H. V. Evatt) has said in a memorandum to the Federal A.L.P. l
Executive.
The memorandum disclosed in Melbourne to-
day, says that “the movement' has no right to sub-
vert the Labour Party in order to dedicate it solely
or primarily to anti-Communist activities.
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SOURCE 7: Letter from William McMahon to BAS?*

24 National Archives of Australia (1970). [Personal Papers of Prime Minister McMahon] General
correspondence 'S' [re B A Santamaria, Dr M J Simons, Minister for Social Services, B Sully, Antarctic Names
Committee, South Vietnam, cherry production etc]. NAA, M4251. Canberra.
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SOURCE 8: Letter and Inquires by Malcolm Fraser into B.A

Santamaria’s Idea pg 1 of 5%°

A >

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

MINISTER FON DEFENCE
Parlisment House,
o AJ.C.T. 2600,

=& MAR 1870

:.T - ,\: ‘\
You wrote to me earlier on the proposal
advanced by Mr. Santemaria among others to acquire

British aireraft carriers vhich might othervise be
dispored of.

This matter is still boing examined in
my Department, but I thought I should advise you
at this stage of some of the difficulties vhich
implementation of the Santamarin proposal wvould
entail.

The carriers which it is suggested might
be available to us are HERMES and LE, both of
vhich will reach the end of their effective life
by 1980,

In addition, when HERMES was inspected by
Naval Technical Officers in 1968, it wvas assessed
that ve would have to spend some $43m. on meking
her suitable to operate with our Fleet. No such
assessmoit has been made for BAGLE.

Naturally to expand naval capability in
this way would also pose eritical problems in respect
of support ships, -nnforor, shore support and
accommodation facilities. PFinally, there is no
guarantee at all that we could obtain the British
carriers even if ve wanted them.

Navy has produced a briefing paper on the
vhole subject vhich I send on although I have
reservations sbout some of the figuring.

Consequently, I would be grateful if you
treated the document as confidential between us.

Vith kind regards,

The Right Hon. Lord Casey, P.C,
G.C.M.G., C.H., D.8.0., M.C., K.St.J.,
C/~ C.S.1.R.0.,
P.0. Box 89,

« Vietoria. 23002.

25 National Archives of Australia (1971). SANTAMARIA, Bartholomew Augustine (B A) [political activist and

journalist]. [PAPER FILES AND DOCUMENTS] NAA, M1129. Canberra.
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2.
D - Aircraft

7. Although the proposal envisages the acquisition

of the carriers complete with aircraft, it is considered most
unlikely that the U.K. Government would be prepared to dispose
of the Phantom aircraft. The purchase of 60 new Skyhawk
Aircraft has therefore been assumed to be a requirement in the
examination of the implications of the proposal.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL

Manpower
8. The numbers required to man and support a Force
as at Assumption B above would be -
2 Aircraft carriers (EAGLE, HERMES) 3845
8 Escorts (Based on SWAN) 1976
2 Combat support ships 560
1 Repair ship (based on STALWART) 397
Shore support (incl. 11.1%
ineffectives) 8590
15368
9. Additional manpower of this order is clearly not

available within Australia and any suggestion that they could
be obtained from the R.N. is not considered realistic.

10. Avenues for transfer to the RAN over a range of
categories in which we have a shortfall are promulgated in RN
Orders but the intake from this source has been disappointing.

11. Apart from the initial manpower increase to
approximately 33,000, maintenance of that level would require
an annual intake of 2I70 to replace wastage. The annual
intake required to maintain present numbers is 1150.

The current annual intake is 1750 to meet wastage and new

manpower requirements and these would not cease if the carrier
force were acquired.

¥Yorks
12. Based on the formula currently used in project
proposals for additional barracks accommodation and married

quarters, the cost of additional accommodation for 15368
personnel would be of the ader of $80m.

/I
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